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20:51 24 Mar RTRE-Paralle! Arab summit meets at Beirut massacre site
By Khaled Yacoub Owsis
BEIRUT, March 24 (Reuters) - Arab human-rights activisis met st Beirut's Shatika camp on Sunday 10
urge Areb isaders et to forget Palestinian refugees at a summit next week whan they discuss a possible
plan for peaca with lsrael. ) ‘
mne convene the opening session hare to show that Arab ruiers must not compromise e the right of

+ rofugees,” said Ziad Abde/samad, head of the Network of Arab Davelopment Organisations, which has
| 250 mamber groups in 12 countries.

The meeting was held at 8 ehildren's cantre in Shatila, one of two camps where pro-lsraeli Christian
railitia Killed hundreds of civilians during lsraell's-1682 invasion of Lebanon.

Latanon's 360,000 registered Palestinian rafugees have bear holding frequent demanstrations ahesd
of Wetnesday and Thursday's Argb summit, demanding the right to retum home.

There are some four million Palestinian refugees, mostly descendants of Palestinians displaced by
israa’s cregtion in 1548, who live mainly in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, the West Bank anq the Gaza Strip.

wAsab society |s making it clear how it feels about the refuged issue," Abdalsamad said

The Arab summit will discuss a Seudi Middle East psaca plan which cails for complete israeli
withdrawal from all Arab fand occupied in the 1967 Middla East war in retum for full normalisation of Arab
ties with lsraal.

Some Arab states and Palestinian groups have criticised the Saudi initiative for vagueness on the
rafugsee issus.

A Palsstinian official told Reutars on Sunday that summit leaders wauld damend a "just and agreed
solution that conforms to United Nations Resolution 194" for {he probiem of refugees.

The 1848 s;esoiunon calls for Palestinian refugees to be sble ta retum home or be compansated should
thay not wish to.

HIDDEN FROM VIEW

8hatila is full of garbage heaps end without infrastructure.

A $400 million stadium conosals it from the airpert road that witi earry Arsb leadars to the gummit in
Belrut's hotel district. .

Massacre sutvivers who have flied & wer orimes case against lsraeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in
Belgium for his alleged rola in the massacre wers present at the meeting of Arab human rights and aid

groups.
An fergell govemmant commission found Sharon indirectly responsible for the Qabra and Shetila camp
maseacres and he was forced to resign as defence minister.

Abdelsamad sald his forum, being held alongside the Arab summit, will argue for prosecution of war
crimes by Arabs and israeli alike and focus on democracy, humnan rights and the lifting of martial jaw in
some Arab countries. .

Arab rulers, Abdelsamad said, cannot expect 1o discuss the plight of Palestinians under occupation
while ignoring lack of democracy and the oppression in thair own countries.

. ((Beint editoriel 8611 883£85))
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