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23. The Middle East in the shape
of the Cedar Revolution®

We have come to an achievement of momentous importance in the
Lebanon this very past week, it’s called azmat hikm, please remember this
expression, it marks a departure from over half a century of denial and its
consequent bungling and stream of deaths. Azmat hikm is governmental
crisis, crisis of governance in fashionable 21st century terms. The whole
body politic in the country, except for the sitting president, acknowledged
it in the shape of a statement resulting from the last round of national
dialogue.

A deep, persistent crisis of governance, this is the summary of modern
history in the Middle East, regardless of its name. It may be called Hamas,
or Kidama in Israel-Palestine, in Iraq it was called Saddam Hussein, in
Syria the Alawi, or Baath regime, or Asad dynasty, in many Arab countries
following the Naser years it was called the Revolutionary Command
Council, most lasting embodiment of which is Qaddafi, and its latest
manifestation in dapper dresser Western suit the military ruler of Tunisia.
It also comes in less acute forms, such as three decades of Moroccan brutal
treatment in the Western Sahara, or the Gulf ruling families.

Until this week in Beirut, the crisis of governance wasn't acknowledged
in so many words, thence the emphasis on its importance. Positive change

(28) Lecture at the School of Advanced International Studies, John Hopkins University,
Washington D.C., 16 March 2006.
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can come only to the crisis in governance when society, which knows that
there is such deep crisis because it lives it every day, imposes on its body
politic its open recognition, that is the public acknowledgment that the
massive elephant one knows has been in the room for the past half century
canno longer be ignored. Acknowledgment is finally there, azmat hikm, all
Lebanese faction leaders say, a code for the impossibility to remain with
the current president in power. The crisis over the presidency is upon us,
the heart of Beirut said this week, we need to solve it. The game is up.
In Lebanon, this past week, the nation acknowledged unanimously the
header for the crisis, and its solution: we need to elect a new president.

Why? Because no one wants to meet with him any longer, because
hundreds of thousands stood up a month ago in the Centre of Beirut
saying just one word, ‘go home’, fill, because in the last governmental
meeting that he was allowed to attend, minister after minister looked him
straight in the eye, and told him, fill. Because not a significant ambassador
is willing to meet with him any longer, because when the US secretary of
state visits Beirut, she says sorry I have no time for you, Mr President, Mr
Head of State, I want to deal with someone else in your stead, a president
for the future of Lebanon, not for its past.

The crisis is not chiefly an international issue, it’s chiefly a domestic
one. The president of the Republic of Lebanon was not invited to the
reunion of all Lebanese political factions, imagine what that means
constitutionally for any decision that comes up from that room. Nay,
any decision coming out of that room is meaningless, for who is going to
implement it when the presidency is missing, him being so increasingly
shunned domestically and internationally? How can a country function
when the president has become irrelevant?

The crisis of governance now acknowledged, lawyers will find a way
out, a constitutional way out. Alternative plans, should the white smoke
of presidential replacement not rise from that room, is available, and it
is solid, because it seeks the restoration of our constitution, stopped last
year by Syrian fiat upon the request of Mr Lahoud for an extended term
and the coercion of the Syrian government over a sitting Prime Minister,
then killed because he continued to oppose that coercion, and that
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unconstitutional extension which is still upon us, now marked nationally
for correction under the header “crisis in governance’.

So we might have some white smoke next week, in the shape of aname
cooked up in the corridors, as shamelessly put by one of the presidential
contenders. That name could even be mine, obtaining from 19th century
backroom deals in Parliament, whose Members elect the president under
our Constitution. Still, as a democrat, I do hope that some forum for open
competition between contenders finally finds it way to the country, and
that other contenders run openly as I have been doing for the past five
months. Even if my name increasingly prevails in the backroom, I will
continue to support an open, competitive, process.

Such process is significant as a sign of democratic maturity in the
country. Process is important because democracy is far more about
process than it is about results. Please do not misunderstand me: I am
not running to give an example, or to make a statement. I am running to
win the presidency of Lebanon, against domestic and regional resistance
to democratic change, at great personal and professional cost, and the
formidable team that has assembled to support my presidency is not
interested in a mere statement or a role model for future generations.
Process is important for a different, far more important reason. When one
has become president, as I hope will happen in the few coming weeks,
he must have arrived with a program, a team, a coalition that has built
up several different layers of support, and he will have created enemies,
in the democratic sense, in the process, that is the nucleus of opposition
which is crucial to a healthy democracy.

We know from history that the Lebanese presidency is no picnic. What
I also know is that there is no effective presidency without a vision, and
a vision honed in the campaign as my team and I have been trying to
conduct, publically, and shall I dare say immodestly, almost scientifically.
Part of this vision is regional, and this is what I am grateful for the
hospitality of my distinguished colleague, Professor Ruth Wedgwood
and SAIS, to allow me to develop presently.

Asonenears presidential responsibility, itisimportant to remain careful
for words that may harm you in power, and this is not a personal matter.
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I am not standing as a knight in shining armour to save the Middle East
who is solving its fifty-year old crisis of governance. Nor am I a knight in
shining armour descending onto the Lebanon to solve its own pressing
version of that crisis. The crisis is objective, not subjective, not personal.
It unravelled in the Cedar Revolution into a magnificent collective
stand that happens rarely in history, and is unique in Mideast history: a
non-violent Revolution has borne fruit, the departure of Syrian troops,
without shedding a drop of blood amongst its enemies. The Revolution
has paid a high price, a quality price for its non-violence, which is called
Rafic Hariri, Basel Fleihan, Marwan Hamade, Mai Chidiac, Samir Kassir,
George Hawi, last and not least Gebran Tueni, a very heavy price indeed.
It hasn’t exacted what it yearns for, a president that looks like it, and this
will hopefully soon be remedied. Not by a knight in shining armour, but
by a president that looks like the millions in the street who are bearing
him witness to their yearning to a different type of governance.

Neither is Mallat a knight in shining armour regionally. It is no
business for a Lebanese president to address the crisis in governance
in each and every country in the Middle East, but it’s his task to shield
people from the bad habits of neighbouring countries, especially, but
also more distant countries like Iran or Libya, finding it naturally to exert
violence, directly or indirectly, to pursue their interests as they perceive
them at the cost of Lebanese stability and Lebanese lives. This must stop,
and desistance from that bad regional habit will come naturally when
the new president takes over, if his election has not been tampered with,
again, by this or that neighbour, or indeed from the larger world and
its Mideast convulsions. In the same way Damascus has no business
choosing or vetoing a Lebanese president, Washington is not entitled
to interfere in who should be president in Lebanon, and I think that it
doesn’t. What we want the number one democracy in the world to do
is to continue counterbalancing Damascus, and when need be Israel, to
support the fragile renascent Lebanese democracy: Damascus for evident
reasons of a pattern of brutal intervention over the past thirty years, Israel
for unnecessary daily provocations in the shape of forays into our air and
maritime space. We want more from Washington, for instance making
democratic presidential change a priority, indeed at cost to the priority,
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so far dominant here, of Hizbullah’s weaponry. And we want Washington
to be attentive to the repercussions of whatever bone of contention it has
with the Islamic Republic of Iran, nuclear and otherwise, not wreaking
havoc in our country. Mutatis Mutandis, this is also true of the Arab-
Israeli conflict.

This may have been made so simple that it is actually wrong. When
we say, Damascus should stop interfering, and Washington plays an
important role in that, we are not paying enough attention to the dynamics
of disagreement, mostly of a triangular nature, between Damascus and
Washington: Triangular because Washington is saying to Damascus to
stop getting involved in Iraq, and in Israel-Palestine. Triangular also,
because when we in Lebanon ask for Truth and Justice for our Prime
Minister and the other forty people killed since October 2004, we need
the UN for the tribunal that can reach into the crimes which we, pace
the UN investigation, suspect Syrian officials to be involved in. And
both Iraq and Israel are complicated matters in their own right, with
Lebanon involved in each in an unusual, important way. In the case of
Iraq, whether we want it or not, the growing crisis between the Sunni
and Shi’i communities will have an incidence on the fragile relationship
between Lebanese Shi’is and Sunnis, and the rapprochement between
Saad Hariri and Hasan Nasrallah, two Sheikhs of different types, may not
carry the whole of their respective communities should things get worse
in Iraq, and their rapprochement may be temporary for reasons that have
nothing to do in Iraq. Fact is that there is little one can do on that score,
short of accelerating the emergence of a functioning government with
a new president. In the case of Israel, the matter is different and more
intractable: we have a Palestinian problem in Lebanon, and the main
responsibility for that problem is, historically, Israel.

Reading the Lebanese situation in these terms, and we haven’t even
touched upon the nuclear rift between Iran and the US, may well sound
hopeless for stability in the country, and simplification above appears in
this light naive. Still, making complex matters simple is part of leadership,
whether complications are regional or domestic. A case in point is our
diagnosis of the Lebanese crisis in governance as one of the necessary
(albeit insufficient) change. Here, major points of contention are made
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secondary to presidential change, including Hizbullah and Palestinian
weapons, Syrian interference, the sectarian deadlock, the corrupt political
system, the skewed separation of powers, the economic crisis, and so many
other issues. This priority in presidential change is a condition sine qua
non of stability, because it is the entry-point for a return to our estopped
constitution, and to democracy in its most important form, which is the
regulated, free alternation at the top.

Let me conclude with trying to throw some questions, which seem to
be worth asking, to the debate which will be part of the presidency, on the
regional front. T have no doubt in my mind that the weapons of Hizbullah
have no place in a stable State, and made that straight argument to the
Iranian diplomat who visited me a few weeks ago. It is a point which
I choose to make public every time I have an occasion: there is no way
the Christians in Lebanon, or the Sunnis, can be prevented from arming
themselves if Hizbullah retains its weapons. To the argument that Israel
threatens Hizbullah’s people, and the South of Lebanon, including Shebaa,
theresponseis that the Stateis responsible for defending all its citizens, and
that the shortcomings of the State under Syrian rule should be remedied,
not local sub-national actors allowed to pursue their own self-defense.
Indeed, against a taboo which I was the first to break openly, and for the
first time since it was created in the mid-80s, we have Hizbullah ministers.
It does not make sense to have Hizbullah as an autonomous military force,
and have Hizbullah in government commanding, in part, the Lebanese
forces at the State’s disposal. To the argument that they have ‘concerns’,
hawajes I assure them that the Christians of Lebanon, and the Druze and
the Sunnis, and some of the Shi’is indeed worry when they see a sea of
black shirts whose kalachnikovs are stashed nearby for retrieval at will.
These are concerns that people increasingly share, because the leaders of
Hizbullah cannot arrive to the table of negotiations with their weaponry
lurking in the background, when everybody else doesn’t have any. This
is a growing concern, and a growing imbalance. It has been augmented
this year by the pattern of assassinations, from which all communities
suffered, except the Shi’is, and those close to Mr Berri and Hizbullah in
particular. Considering the fact that Hizbullah itself boasts of its elaborate
security structure, questions are asked about their cooperation into the
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Hariri and other investigations, especially with persistent rumours that
some of the cars used for bombing may have transited or been fixed in
the Shi’i suburbs in Beirut. As time goes, these questions deepen, and
it is not clear that Hizbullah has offered any clue, or indeed shown any
readiness, to assist the investigation. This is bound to deepen the worries
of all Lebanese, including non-Hizbullah Shi’is.

What about Hizbullah’s concerns? Are they real, are they accepted
by others, are they solvable? Can we address those concerns? Some
are unlikely to be entertained, especially when it comes to their open-
endedness, say America as Great Satan. Some probably, if one finds a
terrain of understanding with the leadership over what these weapons
are arguably kept for, deterring Israel. Deterring Israel is better conducted
nationally, because of the tools at the disposal of the state, but this idea
will take time to sink in, and is tied to a more general attitude towards
Israel, which is not shared by all Lebanese. Some require special creativity,
considering the triangle Lebanon-Syria-Israel. The increasing distance
between Lebanese and Syrian interests inevitably benefits Israel, an
objective reality which is perceived by Hizbullah as a worrying strategic
loss. The rift will remain, and Israeli action against Lebanon because of
Hizbullah may not trigger sympathy towards the party that it might have
when the South was under occupation, so the open wound of Shebaa
needs some form of closure, which is not readily available. But Shebaa is
ared herring, insofar as the Hizbullah leadership itself acknowledges this
is only part of its deeper concern with, and animosity towards Israel.

With all these complications lurking, and time probably making them
even more intractable, the presidency is a priority, because Hizbullah’s
and other weapons will not be removed without a political agreement
of a special nature: not a transient agreement as the one hammered out
with one Lebanese faction, not an agreement as the one suggested at the
national dialogue table, but a structural agreement, which is the natural
involvement of Hizbullah as a Lebanese party into national politics at
par with others. Hizbullah is insufficiently Lebanese, as its revolutionary,
regional dimension remains strong as well as proudly acknowledged by
the party’s leadership and following. True, Hizbullah is Janus-faced. It is
Lebanese, and has a dozen or so MPs in Parliament, and a few ministers
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in government, but it is also revolutionary, both within Lebanon and in
its regional calling with Iran and against Israel. Things are moving on
this front, and the emergence of Lebanese flags as a component part of
Hizbullah’s demonstrations may be more than a fig-leaf, but the move
is slow, ambiguous, and insufficient for the other communities to feel
comfortable.

I believe in Aufhebung, that is the elevation of the debate, when
deadlocked, to a terrain which brings new perspectives, thereby offering
creative solutions out of the zero-sum equation. Shebaa is one example,
where Aufhebung is necessary. For the international community, it is
Undof territory, for Hizbullah and Syria, it is Lebanese, the stranger a
depiction since other Lebanese now inimical to Syria consider it Syrian.
This oddity shows an untoward element in that equation, which cannot
be understood outside the larger Arab-Israeli context, where the Shebaa
boundaries are in fact interesting to Syria only as a tool of its struggle
against Israel generally, and over the Golan in particular. I promised
earlier this week tools for a more fruitful approach to Shebaa, which I
described in a dual metaphor that can be summed up as red herring.
If indeed the issue of the Golan is the real problem over Shebaa, then
maybe we should, as i have consistently suggested, spend some time as
Lebanese over that boundary rather than ours. I always had that intuition,
and indeed contributed a few years ago to an Aufhebung of sorts over
the Syrian-Israeli boundaries, discovering some texts and maps which
might make things move more readily on that front. Considering the
state of mind of the current Israeli government and its preoccupations,
and the distraught state of politics in Syria, this is not in the cards for the
immediate future, so the Aufhebung required will remain for the moment
at the level of the following generality: unless the Golan issue remains
of concern on the international scene, a matter I think of importance for
peace in the Middle East, side issues like Shebaa and Hizbullah’s weapons
will remain nagging to Lebanon. I have tried, in all my dealings with US
officials over the years, usually over a yawn on the other side, to make
the point of the Golan as an issue which will not go away, and which
needs to be addressed, otherwise we are not out of the woods over such
red herrings as Shebaa. My view is that a Lebanese government which is
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moved by the rule of law as its guiding principle cannot afford to turn a
blind eye on that issue, because it’s a cause steeped in international law
for which the Lebanese have paid a heavy price as the suffering younger
brother of Syria, and that we should bring this wider issue into our focus,
lest the smaller red herrings obfuscate our vision and destroy our future
as they have wrecked our past over three consistent decades.

A final word on this regional issue, which guides our statement, naive
as it may appear, that the future of the Middle East must take the shape of
the Cedar Revolution. The characteristic of the Cedar Revolution is non-
violence. This should be made true for the Arab-Israeli conflict, and its
ongoing domestic and regional wars. From an Arab perspective, war has
been a continuous disaster, into which communities and states have been
dragged with disastrous consequences. In my program, I have offered
‘ending the logic of violence in the Arab-Israeli conflict’. Lebanon can do
that, because for the first time in modern Mideast history, it was able to
prove, this past year, that non-violence can succeed. This is a formidable,
unprecedented achievement.

Projecting this onto the Middle East, and the Arab-Israeli conflict in
particular, means an array of ‘unconventional” tools, some diplomatic
with UN detours, for instance into the continuation of the Blue Line all
the way to Tiberias, some legal as in ending the impunity for the killers of
our political leaders by accelerating the international tribunal now afoot.
There are other matters, which I think we can make effective, over the
Palestinian problem in Lebanon. One of the results of the case in Belgium
for the Sabra and Shatila survivorsis the unprecedented international voice
that the case has allowed, and, in my view as importantly, the collapse of
the “untouchable’ situation in which they had been living for two decades.
Before June 2001, when the case was lodged, one could not set foot in
the camp. After June 2001, that barrier collapsed completely. Why is that
important? Not only because Palestinians have been humanised again, but
because there is a unique promise for a non-violent voice emerging from
the squalor of those camps to the world, which we have been increasingly
advocating by way of internationally-conducted elections amongst the
Palestinians of Lebanon that would give them a democratic voice now
absent internationally. This of course is complicated, but not undoable.
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It certainly jars with Palestinians keeping weapons in the camps, I mean
how can non-armed Palestinians campaign and vote, as against those
who come to the campaign armed to the teeth?

This is one promising avenue. There are others, some of which based
on the formidable lever which allowed Europe to come together: freedom
of movement. We know why the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has been
stuck: on the Israeli side, the narrative is, Palestinians are refugees who
should forget about Palestine, because it doesn’t exist any longer. On the
Palestinian side, the right of return is not only sacrosanct, it is based on
a combination of international law and continued suffering over more
than half a century. Freedom of movement for persons, staggered and
amplified beyond Israel and Lebanon, should be examined closer. It holds,
I would like to suggest in conclusion, a formidable spirit of non-violence,
a further formidable embodiment of the Middle East in the shape of the
Cedar Revolution.
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24. Lebanon’s moment of decision®

Lahoud has become irrelevant. Once the president’s illegitimacy is
formally acknowledged by a majority of parliamentarians, all his acts
will be considered beyond his constitutional powers, and the process of
electing a new president will be firmly on track. This can only be reversed
by violence, which is unlikely, so strong is the consensus that Lebanon
needs a new president.

Lebanon is at a historic crossroads. It can choose to lead the Middle
East into vibrant multi-sectarian democracy or slump back into corrupt
local politics under foreign tutelage. The latter path could easily lead to
civil strife and, perhaps, another civil war.

At this very moment, Lebanon’s political leaders are meeting jointly for
the first time in the country’s modern history without the interference of
Syria, France, or the United States. Everyone from Saad Hariri, the son of
our murdered prime minister Rafik Hariri, to Hizbullah’s leader, Hassan
Nasrallah, is present to discuss openly the issues that divide the country,
as are the leaders of Lebanon’s Shia, Sunni, Greek Orthodox, Maronite
Christian, and Druze communities.

This national dialogue, held under security measures that have
basically shut down central Beirut, began on March 2 and is expected to
last up to 10 days. But one player is missing: Emile Lahoud, who claims

(29) Article published on 12 Mars 2006 in Daily Times — Pakistan.
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Lebanon’s presidency as his by right of Syrian power. Lahoud’s absence
is not surprising, as the discussions deal with the fate of his illegal
presidency and how to break the deadlock that his continuance in office
has imposed on the country.

Indeed, just as Lahoud’s chair at the talks is vacant, so — in the eyes
of the world and under the country’s 150-year old constitution — is
Lebanon’s presidency. It has been vacant since September 2004 when
Lahoud, backed by Syria, forced an extension of his six-year term on the
Lebanese parliament, which elects the president.

We Lebanese can already claim victory in our yearlong non-violent
fight for independence and democracy. We have succeeded in placing the
issue of the presidency at centre stage in Lebanese politics. Parliament
Speaker Nabih Birri, Hizbullah secretary general, Hassan Nasrallah, and
Michel Aoun, leader of the Free Patriotic Movement, remain reluctant
participants in the search for a new head of state. Nevertheless, the
election of a new, democratic, and lawful president has become accepted
nationally as a necessary point of departure from the murderous path
taken by the country with the extension of Lahoud’s mandate.

This was clearly demonstrated on February 14, when roughly a million
people assembled to commemorate the first anniversary of Rafik Hariri’s
assassination. The crowd’s sole demand was that Lahoud step down.
On that day, I urged Druze leader Walid Jumblatt and Future Movement
leader Saad Hariri, a Sunni and the political heir of his slain father, to
make this their paramount slogan.

The democratic movement’s main objective is to bring about a non-
violent, constitutional process to replace Lahoud with a new president
in free and open elections. In this we have the clear support of the
international community, with the United Nations Security Council
giving its unanimous support to my demand for presidential elections.
On January 23, the Security Council issued a statement expressing regret
that the conduct of «free and fair presidential elections» had not yet been
carried out in accordance with Security Council Resolution 1559, which
was passed on the eve of Lahoud’s extension.

At a historic gathering of the parliamentary majority on February 16,
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I presented a four-step process to complete, in a constitutional manner,
our non-violent revolt against foreign power. First, the popular and
parliamentary majority in Lebanon must declare that no solution is
possible without the election of a new president. Second, a majority
of parliamentarians must sign a petition declaring null and void the
extension of Lahoud’s term. Third, the parliamentary majority must
formally acknowledge Lahoud’s illegitimacy. Finally, Lebanon must elect
a new president.

With the national dialogue now underway, we are in the midst of phase
three. If, during this dialogue, a consensus is reached on the need to elect
a new president, so much the better. If not, phases three and four should
be completed by other means.

Lahoud has become irrelevant. Once the president’s illegitimacy is
formally acknowledged by a majority of parliamentarians, all his acts
will be considered beyond his constitutional powers, and the process of
electing a new president will be firmly on track. This can only be reversed
by violence, which is unlikely, so strong is the consensus that Lebanon
needs a new president, and so ingrained is the rejection of force by all
Lebanese. While we must be vigilant in preventing extremist groups from
derailing the process, the best way to do so is to accelerate transformation
at the top.

As for me, I realise that in seeking Lebanon’s presidency, we must
look to the future. That is why I offer a programme that addresses such
key issues as the effective representation of women in government, the
need to urgently address environmental problems, to strengthen rule
of law, transparency, and accountability, and to move toward universal
suffrage in the election of top executive positions. I have also emphasised
that Lebanon must develop its comparative advantages, particularly in
education, banking, and services. All these issues have now become part
of the national debate.

Lebanon’s traditional political class may not like it, but, as more of
its members are now recognising, the momentum for a new kind of
presidency will not be stopped.
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26. London Dinner Address,
Centre for Lebanese Studies®?

London is a special place for me; I completed my studies here, and my
two boys were born round the corner. The scientific hospitality of London
University extended into a first job which one dreams of as an end of
career accomplishment. Many are the good, lifelong friends here, at the
Centre for Lebanese Studies with George Esseily and Nadim Shehadeh,
Mai Yamani at the Centre of Islamic and Middle Eastern Law, Robin
Ostle at Oxford, Tony Allan at SOAS... And since this is an exceptional
occasion, let me just say how much I miss the two greatest scholars of
Middle Eastern studies in the 20th century, John Wansbrough and Albert
Hourani. You don’t need many friends, if you choose well.

In London, with Edward Mortimer and David Gore-Boothe, I learnt
a different type of politics. Had I realised earlier the force of character
associated with the unique drive they bring to the world, by sheer
intelligence, knowledge, and honesty, we would have had a far better
Middle East earlier. It took some time to gain the confidence to say: yes,
of course, the region is a mess, but we can do something about it, and we
should stop leaving it to the thugs who run and ruin our lives. It took some
time, because one’s ivory tower prevents you from realising how much
the people are like you, until you see, as we all saw last month, and last

(31) Speech at the Centre for Lebanese Studies, Kensington, London Dinner address -
London, March 9, 2006.
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year, that there are literally millions just like you, you are standing next
to them, they have the same yearning, the same decency, the same drive.
They are you, and together you have accomplished an unprecedented
Revolution in history. We cannot allow our Revolution to wither away,
because it’s the best thing that ever happened to the Middle East.

I am alawyer, and proud of Hammurabi’s Code as the inspiration to the
Bible and the Qur’an, and the first written manifestation of the rule of law
as the distinguishing feature of human civility. Yet it is not Hammurabi’s
Code, nor the world-class writings of Islamic legal scholars, nor the
Bible or the Qur’an, which draw me into superlative mode. It is what the
people of Lebanon have achieved this year. You know the summing up
of history by Matthew Carlyle, ‘Force, till Right is here,” a nicer rendering
of an obscure 17th century French author, Joseph Joubert, ‘la force en
attendant le droit’, not a bad formulation either. Until 2005, that little
maxim summed up Middle Eastern history, the epitome of which was
a character like Saddam Hussein, or a community in Palestine pushing
out by sheer force another community and sitting on established facts.
Bulldoze your domination in, establish facts, and wait until law comes
and recognises you. Force, till Right is here.

This law of history is no longer true. Our Revolution has dented it, and
the success of our Revolution will force its comeuppance on violence as
the midwife of history. Those who killed our Prime Minister believed, and
you can understand this bad habit of theirs, that the murder will quickly
pass, that the “assassination would trammel up the consequences’. The
massive bomb on February 14 was not the first assassination, nor indeed,
in Amnesty International’s characterisation, the first crime against
humanity in our region. But the way our people reacted was a first.
We told the killers, and the Lebanese and Syrian thugs in the position
of leaders who did whatever they could, shamelessly, to cover up the
assassination and say: everybody disperse, everybody go home, business
as usual. We told them it was enough, we do not want to disperse, we
do not want to go home, and never again will it be business as usual. We
stood up to infamy; we stood up firmly, gently. By standing up firmly,
gently, we offered the Middle East the most beautiful gift in its history: a
non-violent Revolution of unprecedented proportions.
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Our Revolution prevailed, but not quite. The thugs do not desist. They
simply do not acknowledge that we prevailed, because they know that
we pushed them to their infamous, long-deserved place, on the wrong
side of history. And they continue to kill, because this is what they do.
After the stand we took by rallying around our slain Prime Minister in
the Revolution that culminated on March 14 last year, they laid low for
a while. Then they were at it again, and took the renascent joy out of our
Revolution.

They killed Samir Kassir, and said no courage is safe.
They killed Georges Hawi, and said no age is safe.

They maimed Mai Chidiac, and said no woman was safe.
They killed Gebrane Tueni, and said no pen was safe.

Yet we shall prevail.

We shall not answer in the same way, because we are different, and we
have shown to be different in the nonviolence that defines our Revolution.
But we must turn that corner of history, when we start feeling safe by
having a government that represents us, and a president who looks like
one of us, the decent, non-violent people of Lebanon.

The country is in grave danger; we saw it a month ago in Ashrafieh.
The economy has stopped, and our government is dysfunctional. We
shall not wallow in two dozen items of an open-ended agenda, and be
distracted by a red herring in the South of Lebanon, or a necessary, but
presently secondary, electoral reform of Parliament.

We need a new president, without whom our non-violent Revolution
will remain short of the condition sine qua non of its victory.

Weneed anew presidency to carry our Revolution, in Lebanon, to anew
level of democracy and respect for human rights, to a culture where the
European Union yearns to have us as a member-state and where the Arab
world looks to Beirut as its New York, to an economy that corresponds to
the immense talent of the Lebanese people, look how we have lost you to
Britain, and to the United States, and to the Gulf, and to West Africa and
Australia.

130



www.mallatforpresident.com

2006 ,I5 - Mars - March

For this, there is a plan, and a program: a short-term plan, to make our
Revolution prevail in the coming days, and replace ‘thuggishness’ at the
helm with decency and humanrights, amedium-term plan, thatestablishes
benchmarks for reform so that we meet them over the constitutionally-
mandated presidential term, and a long-term program, which looks
already to a formidable legacy when one has left the presidency to return
home as a simple, good Lebanese citizen amongst millions like him.
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27. British House of Lords®?

During a visit to the House of Lords on March 9, Candidate Mallat
followed a parliamentary session and later briefed his host, Lord Stone
of Blackheath and MP Andy Love, Chairman of the Britain-Lebanon All
Party Parliamentary Group, on events in Lebanon.

The discussions focused on Lebanon’s non-violent revolution and
the progress made towards electing a new democratic president, and
its significance to the Arab-Israeli conflict. Mallat detailed his 10-year
international plan which foresees a solution to all residents of Palestinian
camps in Lebanon based on offering new horizons in the region and
abroad alongside models of freedom of movement which the EU has
successfully developed among its member-states. Follow up action,
involving concerned Palestinians, was also considered with MP Andy
Love who offered to host Mallat for a talk in Parliament on his next visit
to the U.K.

Mallat reminded Lord Stone and MP Love of Lebanon’s special place in
the Middle East and emphasized that effective non-violence is possible in
the country despite unrest elsewhere. Mallat also noted that UK Foreign
Minister Jack Straw on his recent visit to Lebanon had not met Mr. Emile
Lahoud, whose presidency is increasingly deemed illegitimate by the
international community.

(32) Campaign Statement on 9 March 2006, at the British House of Lords, ‘Mallat meets
with British MPs'.



28. Strategy Meeting®®

At the Reform Club in London, Mallat met with a dozen prominent
Lebanese figures and presented his democratic program for Lebanon, his
four-point campaign to restore democracy at presidential level, and the
progress made towards electing a new head of State.

Mallat, weary of the possibilities of the National Dialogue to agree on
the issue of the presidency on March 13, said the next step would be to
make the parliamentary petition signed by 71 deputies binding so that
the election could go ahead.

Participants in the strategy meeting, organised by Assaad Razzouk,
were enthusiastic about Mallat’s candidacy, and unanimously agreed that
now was the moment to change Lebanon’s shady politics that prevent it
from flourishing economically, culturally and politically.

‘I felt I had to move away from the advisory position I have held to a
more active role,” Mallat explained about his reasons for running for the
presidency. In thismoreactive role Mallat has already succeeded in shifting
the priority of U.N. policy in Lebanon to the change in presidency.

Mallat encouraged the audience to get involved in the renaissance of
the country and help dispel the cynical view the Lebanese often espouse
about possibilities of change.

(33) Campaign Statement on 9 March 2006, at the Reform Club in London, ‘Presidential
Candidate Mallat holds strategy meeting’.
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31. Here’s how to get rid
of Emile Lahoud®®

As a national Lebanese dialogue began on Thursday, we, the people of
Lebanon, could claim victory. We have now succeeded in placing the
issue of the election of a new president at the center stage of Lebanese
politics, and have brought on board in the search for a new head of state
Parliament Speaker Nabih Birri, Hizbullah Secretary General Hassan
Nasrallah, and Michel Aoun. The three remain reluctant, but the election
of anew, democratic, lawful president has become the nationally accepted
starting point out of the murderous path resulting from the extension of
President Emile Lahoud’s mandate on September 3, 2004.

Lahoud’s absence in Parliament, where the dialogue is taking place,
vindicates the position I had taken publicly six months before the
president’s extension, and have repeated many times since. «We» not
only means the Lebanese, but also the million or so people assembled
last February 14, whose sole demand was for Lahoud to step down. On
that day, a day of remembrance for the late Rafik Hariri, I urged Walid
Jumblatt and Saad Hariri to make this their paramount slogan.

«We» also stands for the international community, embodied in
the unanimous Security Council presidential statement of January
23 last, which «regretted... particularly» that the conduct of «free and
fair presidential elections» had not yet been carried out in accordance

(36) Article published in The Daily Star, 4 March 2006.
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with Security Council Resolution 1559, passed on the eve of Lahoud’s
extension. The statement was carefully prepared both domestically and
internationally by a plan made public on December 27, 2005, and known
as the Mukhtara Plan. It outlined a two-stage process, to focus on the
centrality of the presidential election clause in Resolution 1559, and to
develop constitutional arguments to remove Lahoud.

On a more personal level, «we» stands for the formidable team that
has rallied around my presidential bid in Beirut, New York, London, and
Paris. It has succeeded, through an unprecedented and open presidential
campaign, in regaining the initiative on the future of the presidency.

The main objective is to bring about a non-violent, constitutional
process to replace Lahoud with anew president in free and open elections.
With respect to my own candidacy, I hope to make my efforts during the
past four months, and my dedication to human rights and the rule of law,
benefit Lebanon, principally by encouraging the access to the presidency
of an innovative, fresh, untainted, creative and incorruptible contender.

At the Bristol gathering of February 16, I presented a four-step process
to complete the Cedar Revolution constitutionally: first, the popular
and parliamentary majority in Lebanon had to declare that no solution
was possible without the election of a new president. Second, a majority
of parliamentarians had to sign a petition declaring null and void
Lahoud’s extension. Third, the parliamentary majority had to formally
acknowledge Lahoud’s illegitimacy. And fourth, Lebanon had to elect a
new president.

We are in midst of phase three, which is playing itself out in the shadow
of the national dialogue. If a consensus is reached during this dialogue on
the need to elect a new president, so much the better. If not, phases three
and four must be intensified and completed. In either case, we need to
complete Lebanon’s non-violent revolution by winning the presidency.

AsIargued last week on the BBC interview program Hardtalk, Lahoud
has become irrelevant. Once the president’s illegitimacy is formally
acknowledged by a majority of parliamentarians, all his acts will be
considered ultra vires, in other words beyond his constitutional powers,
and the process of electing a new president will be firmly on track. This
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can only be reversed by violence, which is unlikely, so common now is the
consensus that we need a new president, and so ingrained the rejection
of force by Lebanese of all categories and communities. We need to be
vigilant in preventing extremist groups from derailing the process, but
the best way to do so is to accelerate the transformation at the top.

Two constitutional consequences follow from the formal
acknowledgment that Lahoud’s extension was invalid. First the
government must take over until a new president is sworn in. This is a
delicate matter, but is entrenched in Article 62 of the Constitution. The
second is that Parliament must meet as soon as possible to elect a new
president, under Article 74. Contrary to the idea ventilated by Lahoud’s
dwindling supporters, Article 34 of the Constitution establishes the
quorum at a majority of parliamentarians, while Article 49 says that a
two-thirds majority to elect a president is required only for the first turn
of the election.

As for me, I have realized that in reaching out to the people, it is vital
to look to the future. That is why I have articulated a program, offered
in countless venues, that addresses such key issues as the effective
representation of women in government, the need to urgently address
environmental problems, to strengthen rule of law, transparency and
accountability, and to move toward universal suffrage in the election
of top executive positions. I have also underlined that Lebanon must
develop its comparative advantages, particularly education, banking and
services. All these issues have now become part of the national debate.

ThisIhave done in an open way, engaging groups of citizens in meetings
across the country and in the press. In several opinion polls published
this week, my name has come up among the four or five top contenders,
in recognition of an unprecedented campaign carried out domestically
and internationally. The traditional political class may not like it, but the
momentum created for a new kind of presidency will prevail.

By all accounts, my campaign has introduced something new in
Lebanese politics. The implementation of the program I have outlined
now requires a president at the helm whom the Lebanese deserve.
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