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Presentation PRVX]

This booklet was compiled by a campaign steadfast in its dedication to
reconnect with the people of Lebanon through the election of Chibli Mallat
to the office of President of the Lebanese Republic.

This collection of published articles reflects the success and influence of
the Mallat Presidential Campaign in inspiring a new vision and creating a
new direction for a strong and sustainable Lebanese democracy.

The campaign has been covered by the Lebanese, Arab, and international
press through dozens of articles, from which we have selected a few that
reflect the spirit of this unprecedented effort.

Beirut, April 2006

Ce livret a été établi par [’équipe de la campagne présidentielle lancée
début Novembre 2005. 1l illustre la politique de proximité populaire suivie
dans le cadre de la campagne visant a [’élection de Chibli Mallat a la
Présidence de la République, et reflete son succes dans ['imposition
d’un nouveau systeme d’action politique et des horizons élargis pour la
démocratie libanaise.

Le bureau de la campagne pour la présidence de Chibli Mallat vous
propose les articles les plus marquants dans la presse libanaise, arabe et
internationale au cours de cette campagne.

Beyrouth, Avril 2006
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FT .Com

FINANCIAL TIMES
Human rights lawyer seeks to bridge Lebanon’s sectarian divide

By Gareth Smyth
6 November 2006

The idea of a “president for all our citizens” would be obvious in many countries. But in
Lebanon - with 18 recognised religious groups in a population of 4m - the idea remains a
dream, rather than a normal part of political life.

Chibli Mallat, 45, lawyer and scholar, announced this week he wants to be such a
president, although he is eligible only because he is a Maronite Christian. The presidency
is reserved by custom for this particular sect - no Muslim, no orthodox Christian, no Druze
need apply.

Speculation about the next president arises because Emile Lahoud, the incumbent, whose
term extends until 2010, is weakened by close association with Syrian and Lebanese
security services that have been implicated by the UN’s Mehlis report into February’s
assassination of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

Other candidates for the post, chosen by the 128-seat parliament rather than by popular
election, are Maronites best known for their role in the 1975-90 Lebanese civil war. Michel
Aoun is a former army commander who led a disastrous revolt against Syria in 1989-90
and Samir Geagea is a former militia leader of the Lebanese Forces only recently released
from prison for wartime atrocities. Both see the presidency as the Christians’ by right.

Chibli Mallat, however, is a different. He is a rare kind of Maronite who is a world authority
on Shia Islam and who regularly appears on al-Manar, television station of Hizbollah.
He is also a scholar - fluent in five languages including English and Farsi - with close
connections in Washington, Europe and the Muslim world.

For 20 years Mallat’s voice has worked to keep alive in the Middle East the twin flames of
democracy and the rule of law. Facing pervasive double standards and cynicism, he has
argued for political, moral and legal consistency.

Over a decade ago, he initiated Indict, the campaign to try Saddam Hussein for war
crimes. He also launched proceedings in Belgium against Ariel Sharon, Israel's prime
minister, for his role in the 1982 massacre by Israeli-allied Lebanese Christian militiamen
of at least 2,000 Palestinians in the Sabra and Shatilla refugee camps in Beirut.

| first met Chibli in Salahaddin, northern Iraq, during the 1992 Kurdish elections, and over
time we became friends. Back then, Mallat ran the Centre of Islamic and Middle Eastern
Law at London University’s School of Oriental and African Studies. He returned to his



native Beirut in 1996 to practise law in the family firm. A professor at the University of St
Joseph, he has also taught at the Islamic University in Beirut and is a visiting fellow at
Yale.

Central to his academic and political work is his interest in the Iragi Shia scholar and
activist Mohammad Baqr Sadr, murdered by Saddam Hussein in 1980 as Iraq began its
eight-year war with mainly Shia Iran.

Mallat’'s book on Sadr -‘The Renewal of Islamic Law’, published in 1993, and widely
translated - won the prestigious Albert Hourani prize. “Sayyid Sadr was the century’s most
original Muslim thinker, a man who used the tradition of Islamic law to analyse the modern
world,” says Chibli. “At the time of his death, he was working towards a synthesis of Islamic
law and democracy”.

Like Sadr, Mallat was rarely interested in scholarship for its own sake. In 1987, four years
before the Madrid conference set a new direction for Israeli-Palestinian reconciliation, he
wrote a paper arguing in favour of such an international initiative on the Middle East.

After Saddam’s defeat in the 1991 Gulf war, Chibli helped persuade the Iragi Kurdish
leadership to accept international monitors at the 1992 elections in “free Kurdistan”.

“The Americans were dead-set against the elections,” he later recalled. “But it was
important to show that if people in the Middle East were given the chance to practise the
purest form of democracy they would rise to the occasion. Old women who couldn’t read
or write queued up to vote at 4am.”

Mallat’s primary loyalty, however, remains to the Lebanese. His grandfather, Chibli Mallat,
was a poet whose Beirut newspaper, Al-Watan, was burned down by agents of the French.
His father, Wajdi, chaired Lebanon’s constitutional court.

Mallat well knows that Lebanon - with its kaleidoscope of orthodox and Maronite Christians,
Sunni Muslims, Shia Muslims, Palestinians and Armenians - would be the first victim of
any “clash of civilisations” relished by extremists.

Much has changed in Lebanon with the ‘cedar revolution’ and the withdrawal of Syrian
troops. But sectarianism, though it may be exploited by outsiders, retains roots in
Lebanon.

Outside Lebanon for most of the past two years, | cannot judge whether Chibli Mallat can
win the presidency. He is certainly well regarded across the sectarian divides - close to
Walid Jumblatt, the Druze leader, respected by Hizbollah, and a passionate advocate of
justice in the case of Mr Hariri, a Sunni Muslim.

His message - of citizenship, law, non-violence and human rights - is one Lebanon, and
the wider region, would neglect at its peril.

Gareth Smyth is the FT's Iran correspondent
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Chibli Mallat believes he’s the man for the job

7 November 2006

‘The continued presence of lahoud in power is a risk on the stability of the country’
By Rym Ghazal - Daily Star staff

BEIRUT: Chibli Mallat, who officially announced his candidacy for the presidency last
Thursday, has no doubts of his merit: “| believe | have more to offer to my country and
the region than any other Maronite candidate.”

While several names have been passed around for the country’s top post over the past
weeks as the pressure on President Emile Lahoud mounts, Mallat is the first to have
officially put himself forward for the office.

“I want to force the issue as the continued presence of Mr. Lahoud in power is a risk on the
stability of the country,” he said, adding: “This needs leadership which is being offered in
this open and structured bid.”

Mallat, an attorney best known for his advocacy of human rights issues, said it is a “right”
that any citizen in a democracy like Lebanon can strive for an elected position such as the
presidency; a right which he admits has long been a personal yearning.

“It is healthy when every single kid in Lebanon believes he can become president,” he
said, adding: “Of course [in Lebanon] there is the sectarian issue” by which only a Maronite
Christian can become president, as set by the Constitution.

Mallat says that he first decided to run for president in September, 2004; September 3, to
be exact, “when Lebanese democracy was severely undermined by the forced extension
of Lahoud.” “| took a stand then against it. It is continuing, and Mr. Lahoud is not stepping
down,” he said. “I have learned it is not sufficient to stand up negatively, i.e. ‘the president
must go home.” One needs to be positive and offer leadership when it is needed.”

“I believe | needed to offer this leadership openly,” he said.

In addition to heading the Mallat law firm, the presidential hopeful is EU Jean Monnet
Professor of Law and director of the Center for the Study of the European Union at Saint
Joseph University in Beirut. He is also a senior fellow at Yale University’s Schell Center.
Mallat believes that a presidential campaign must go through two stages: first, a campaign
for the public, “an open one.”

‘I want first to let the public in, to engage a civilized debate that creates a buzz in
the country. This is key to success,” he said. “We will see about parliamentary blocs



afterwards, which is another campaign at a later stage.”
“First things first: the Lebanese public in,” he said.

As for the current campaign by local politicians for president Lahoud’s resignation, Mallat
said that the president doesn’t have any choice in the matter.

“Mr. Lahoud has no business making any choice whatsoever; it is an outrageous idea
that he can even think of it. He has already so much to answer for, including all our dear
friends and colleagues who were killed or were maimed because of his unconstitutional,
unconscionable extension,” he said.

While no official announcement has been made that a presidential campaign in under way,
according to the candidate, public reaction to his candidacy has been positive.

Copyright (c) 2005 The Daily Star
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OUT OF SYNC: Political bickering between various leaders in the Christian community has diminished L

lists, which would have transformed the :
country in the best possible way, did not :
survive March 14,” laments Mallat, who
refused to entertain the portfolio of min- :
ister of justice in the newly elected parlia- :
ment because he did not want to sit with :

Lahoud as president.

But things are different today, enough so
at least, that Mallat, who has played an im-
portant role in promoting democracy and :
safeguarding human rights, has decided :
to also elevate his strong activism in the :
Lebanese Cedar Revolution and standing :
up against Lahoud and the changing of the
constitution — to become a contender for :

the presidency.

new blood.

“After World War 1I in France, in 1958 :
when De Gaulle was in power, he changed :
a lot of people and maybe now its time in :
Lebanon to give opportunities to new per-

sonalities,” Philip tells Arabian Business.

“Mallat has very good ideas regarding
his country. He wants to open a debate :
in his country that it is necessary — that :
Lebanon is able to have new people, new :
personalities and that its maybe time to
change. He believes it is necessary to try :

to change the traditional political system :

founded on confessionalism.”

Though it is unclear how the present

impasse surrounding the presidency will
be resolved, Mallat is nonetheless heart-

ened by the shows of support in the like :
of phone calls from leading personalities; :
including Fouad Siniora, the Lebanese
prime minister and people offering their :

financial support.

He is also unabashedly adamant about :
Lahoud stepping down. “Mr. Lahoud’s :
legitimacy has long vanished,” he says. “It :

is very clear from the increasingly damn-

ing news of the extension of his mandate :
: that it was a coercive and threatening :

Christian Philip, deputy head of the : :
French Parliament, who knows Mallat
well, believes Lebanon could benefit from :

extension. He ran, actually he did not even
run, except to Damascus to seek support,
into the face of resolution 1559, which
in two places says the upcoming presi-
dential elections would have to happen

without foreign intervention and foreign :

influence,” Mallat adds.

“It is quite clear that the constitutional :
amendment never stood under Lebanese :

law because it flies into the face of the ba-
sic principles of democracy; now it's also

contrary to international law. Practical :
consequences: Simply put, no one, least :
Emile Lahoud, can stop Parliament from :

meeting and electing a new president.”

il

's presidency, reserved for a Maronite Christian.

Mallat: A profile

*BA in English literature and law
from Beirut.

*MA in international and comparative
law from Georgetown University.
*PhD in Law from SOAS, University
of London — Lecturer in Islamic law
and Director of the Centre for Middle
Eastern law.

*Legal Practitioner in Beirut, lead
attorney in known cases, Sabra and
Shatilla, Indict (Saddam Hussein),
Musa Sadr and his two companions.
*Involved in Iraqg when Mehdi Al
Hakim, the son of the great Ayatollah
Mohsen Al Hakim, was assassinated
by the Saddam regime in Khartoum
in 1987,/1988.

*Helped establish and act as legal
counsel for Amnesty International’s
regional Middle East office in Beirut.
*Helped with the simulation of the
Iragi opposition strategy for ending
Saddam’s dictatorship.

«First Jean Monnet Chair of European
Law to be conferred by the European
Union in the Middle East.

+Senior Fellow at Yale law School.
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Druze leader Walid Jumblatt, who
has been at the centre of the Lebanese
opposition to the Syrian presence in
Lebanon and to Lahoud’s term exten-
sion is supportive of Mallat.

In an interview with Arabian Busi-
ness, he says: “Anybody from the
Maronite Christian community is
entitled to run for the presidency be-
cause of our confessional system, but
the question is how long Mr. Lahoud
will stay?”

“Chibli is a friend and a distinguished
intellectual, we might have our differ-
ences, we might not agree on some
issues, but in the end it is up to the
parliament to decide,” Jumblatt adds.

Jamil Mroue, the publisher of the
Lebanese Daily Star, believes the time
is up for the Lebanese president. “T am
100% sure that the people of Lebanon
are so sick of the way their politicians
are conducting business and certainly
the way their current president has
been conducting business. Even if you
are a person who likes this president
personally there is absolutely no way
that as a citizen you might like what
he is doing to the country,” Mroue
tells Arabian Business.

As far as Mroue is concerned, Mal-
lat is the man for the job. “In terms
of being qualified on paper, I don't
see anyone who is more qualified. He
is a Maronite, who has been teach-
ing Islamic law and in the case of
Lebanon, more interestingly Shiite
law. He is more qualified than almost
all the Shiite community bar three

or four individuals in the affairs of their :

sect and religion.

“He is a Maronite with all the credentials :
that Maronites would have in terms of :
heritage and family. He is a secular person
and that is a wider sect that is unregistered :
in Lebanon, probably bigger than all :
the sects — a very substantial minority,”

adds Mroue.

Lahoud’s downfall appeared imminent in
the wake of the Mehlis report; whose find- :
ings, Jawad Boulos, a Lebanese member of
parliament, and many other Lebanese find :

disturbing and troubling.

“There is a very damaging fact in the :
Mehlis report, which is that one of the :

SFEIR: Is in an unenviable and tenuous position as he tries to
unite the Christian community.

LAHOUD: Is adamant about serving out his term until the very
end, in defiance of calls for his resignation.

AOUN: Believes he is “the most legitimate candidate” for the
presidency and Lahoud would resign only if he succeeds him.

suspects in the assassination operation :
. contacted the president of the republic on
his own personal phone,” explains Boulos. :
“This is a very damaging allegation for the :
presidency and for the president. Obvi-
ously it needs to be investigated in full and :
it's very necessary for us to know how this :
individual had access to the president’s
¢ personal mobile phone and why he actu- :
ally made the call that he made at that :

particular time on February 14.”

There is also the issue of responsibil- :
ity of the president for the actions of the :
: people who were directly under his com- :
mand at the time of the assassination,
specifically the president of the republican :

guard, Mustafa Hamdan who is now
under arrest.

“If it appears that the president did
not know [of the execution of the as-
sassination] he certainly can’t escape
responsibility. And if he knew then
obviously the responsibility is even
more potent,” says Boulos.

Despite the unabated criticism of
Lahoud the road to the presidency is
not guaranteed for a number of rea-
sons. For one, there is little indication
that Lahoud will budge, even though
there are serious questions regarding
whether or not he is implicated in the
killing of Hariri.

For now, the repercussions of the
Mehlis report and to that end, UN Se-
curity Council Resolution 1636, as far
as Lahoud is concerned, have largely
been limited to Syria. German judge
Detlev Mehlis has also not expressed
any interest in questioning the Leba-
nese president nor named him as a
suspect in the case.

There is also the issue of the Christian
community that is clearly divided on
the issue of the presidency, as that is
the only position that symbolises their
voice, with the prime minister being a
Sunni Muslim and the speaker of the
parliament Shiite.

The inability of the Christian com-
munity to agree on a successor to
Lahoud has done little to quell the
present predicament.

The Maronite bishops, led by
Maronite Patriarch Nasrallah Butros
Sfeir said in a statement this month:
“The current dispute over whether the
president should remain or vacate his
position has got Lebanon into an awk-
ward situation. The presidency should
remain above this dispute.”

Lahoud has exploited the statement to his
advantage, with his supporters interpreting
it as supportive of him finishing his term.
Others, however, believe the Lebanese
president is on shaky ground.

“Lahoud is dangling by a thread. Nobody
today has any desire to see him remain
in office. The only thing is that until they
can agree on a successor, Lahoud will
remain in office,” says Michael Young,
a Lebanese political commentator and a
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vehement anti-Syrian critic.

“You are reaching the point
where an increasing amount
of pressure is going to be
exerted on the one person
who can decide and that’s the
Maronite patriarch. On the
one hand, half of the Chris-

centu

tians are saying we should w my presidential bid,” he adds.
defend Lahoud because we bran(:h_" One of the genuine dimen- :

don’t want the presidency

to be diminished. The other half is saying :
we should get rid of Lahoud because we :
don't want the presidency diminished,” :

explains Young.

Uncomfortable and in a difficult posi-
tion, the patriarch is aware of the cleav- :
ages among the Christians, largely a result :

of conflicting ambitions.

The situation is further exacer-
bated by the ambitions of Michel
Aoun — a retired army general
who returned to Lebanon after
living in France for 15 years, and
who believes he is inalienably the
right man for the presidency.

There are those who want Aoun
to become president and of course
those that want to ensure he
doesn’t become president.

Mallat will nonetheless have
to reckon with the army general,
who will, in all likelihood, wage
or intensify his attacks on anyone
who vies with him in the competi-
tion for the presidency.

“Neither Mr. Lahoud, nor Mr.
Aoun, nor anybody else, is in a
position to dictate to the country
who the next president is. Com-
petitiveness in this election is
absolutely crucial,” says Mallat.

Mallat believes Aoun is con-

cerned and intimidated by him entering :
the campaign for the country’s presidency. :
He is less concerned about the leanings of :

the patriarch whom he knows.

“The patriarch will not take a position, :
nor is he asked to take a position in my :
favour,” explains Mallat. “He has to repre- :
sent all the Maronites, even the less glori-

ous Maronites like Mr. Lahoud.

“However, the patriarch taking a posi-
tion on an open process would be good, :
and that is what I understand by respect :

“Itis a 19th

that allows
MPs to choose
the head of

tem

democracy, what is then for?

sions of this presidential bid, :

Mallat believes is the necessity of the :
president of Lebanon to resemble the con- :
vergence of the March 14 demonstration :
: that gathered more than a million Leba- :
. that, which does not necessarily do away
“There is no reason why we should settle :
for less. I think of myself as the effective :

nese from various political spectrums.

non-violent soldier of that revolution,

serves better,” says Mallat.

civil war in 1860.

for the Constitution. If the :
constitution does not regulate
says Mallat, adding: “What you want to do

“One of the sentences I can :
relate from the Patriarch’s
high standing as democrat is :
‘why should we short-circuit :
the people?’ This idea informs
¢ elect directly the head of the executive,

with it as their guiding moral dimension,
you cannot say let’s forget about religion,”

is to channel the most positive dimensions
of religion and lessen the channels that
may be anti-democratic.”

One way for the negative elements of
sectarianism to retreat is to the ability to

according to Mallat.

“It is a 19th century system that allows
MPs to choose the head of the executive
branch,” he says.

“We need to move a second stage of
democracy, and this is one way to do

with sectarianism, but still liberates public
space a bit further. It may well be that a

o -
CEDAR REVOLUTION: The killing of former premier Rafik Hariri galvanised Lebanese to rise up and expel the Syrians.

. balance remains in law between Muslims
amongst many others. The country de- :
: but work as consensually as possible in

Though he is secular, Mallat is not entirely :
adamant about rewriting the constitution :
of the country — which was drawn up by :
the French and contributed significantly :
to the sectarian strife that has charac- :
: terised Lebanon since the country’s first :
: didate. He is venturing into new grounds

“Religion is an important factor in daily :
life,” he says, “as long as people identify :

and Christians, we have to be inventive

that direction,” explains Mallat.

As Mroue puts it, Mallat “brings in a
breath of fresh air, in Edward de Bono’s
lateral thinking kind of mind — he has just
moved the parameters and the paradigms
of what to do in being a presidential can-

that are treacherous and is a man of prin-
ciples willing to stand for them.”
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AP Associated Press

Law Professor Declares Candidacy For Lebanon President

17 November 2005 09:35
Dow Jones International News English (c) 2005 Dow Jones & Company, Inc.

UNITED NATIONS (AP)--A Lebanese law professor announced he was running for
president of his country and urged the United Nations and democratic governments to
support the quick exit of President Emile Lahoud.

Chibli Mallat claimed that Lahoud has lost “all credibility” and was still president in
violation of Lebanon’s constitution and a U.N. Security Council resolution adopted in
September 2004 which called for presidential elections free from foreign influence.

Instead, at Syria’s behest, the Lebanese parliament voted to change the constitution a day
after the U.N. resolution was adopted so the pro-Syrian Lahoud could remain president
until 2007, Mallat said.

“'m ashamed to be in the U.N. to insist that my president has to leave,” Mallat said
Wednesday. “It's absolutely abnormal, but justice comes first.”

Mallat, a law professor at Saint Joseph University in Beirut who is currently teaching at
Yale Law School, told reporters the security situation in Lebanon was still so unstable that
he had been advised by friends to stay out of the country. He expressed hope that this
situation was temporary, and blamed part of the insecurity on Lahoud.

“We have a sitution of an unconstitutional, undemocratic president standing in violation
of a very clear Security Council resolution,” Mallat told a press conference at the U.N.
Correspondents Association.

He said Lahoud’s reputation had suffered a further blow when chief U.N. investigator
Detlev Mehlis said in his recent report that a suspect in the Feb. 14 truck bombing that
killed former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri made a call to the president’'s phone minutes
before the blast. Lahoud’s office denied he received such a call.

Mallat called on the Lebanese parliament - which chooses the president - to meet as soon
as possible and after an open debate between contenders to elect a new president.

By tradition, the Lebanese president comes from the Christian Maronite community, and
Mallat said he backed a “democratic revolution” in Lebanon and was offering “better



But he said the most important function of a new parliamentary vote would be to restore

leadership for the Maronite community.”

real competition for the presidency, which hasn’t been seen in Lebanon since 1970.

Christian leader Michel Aoun is already a declared presidential candidate and his
parliamentary bloc is pivotal in any legislative effort to bring down the president.

“I think there are plenty of people coming to the fore,” Mallat said. “Let us all compete
regionally, internationally, on ideas, on achievement, on standing and then the deputies
choose.”

But Lahoud has vowed to remain in office, and if he doesn’t resign, the 128-member
parliament can only remove him by issuing charges of treason or violating the constitution,
or by passing a law to shorten his now-extended term. The parliamentary majority opposed
to him, however, does not have the necessary two-thirds margin for any of those moves.

“What | would ask is for democratic governments to support the process, and to support
the quick exit of Mr. Lahoud,” Mallat said.

He also called for Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the Security Council to be more
active in getting Lahoud out.

“I think this is very important,” he said. [ 17-11-05 0635GMT ]
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ARAB NATIONALISTS REACT TO SADDAM’S TRIAL.
Double Negative

by Joseph Braude

Only at TNR Online | Post date 12.12.05

For Arab nationalists, the trial of Saddam Hussein is infuriating television. “The sound
quality was bad and the broadcast quality was worse,” wrote Abdel Bari Atwan, editor-
in-chief (and apparently sometime television critic) of the strident London-based daily Al-
Quds al-Arabi. “It was a great humiliation for Arab and Western satellite networks alike.”
Atwan’s distaste for the trial appears to have been matched by official press agencies in
most Arab countries, which, wrote a weekly Iraqi newspaper that surveyed them, have
downplayed the story. In fact, according to the paper, several state-run stations in the Arab
world have found no time to cover the trial at all.

Despite this partial blackout, word gets around in the global village anyway--and Arab
pundits are talking. For the most part, they are criticizing the proceedings. But they are
doing so for differing reasons. Saddam'’s trial on charges of ordering the deaths of 148
Shia villagers in 1982 is controversial in part because the charges are so banal: Ruling
regimes in several Arab countries could be legitimately accused of equivalent crimes, or
worse. Because the spectacle naturally invites calls for similar indictments elsewhere,
Arab commentators are divided on whether to criticize it constructively or destructively--in
the latter case, out of a hope that nothing like it ever happens again; and in the former
case, out of a desire to see more such trials in the future.

A line in the sand was drawn back in March by Chibli Mallat, a Lebanese legal scholar
with the distinction of holding solid credentials as an Arab nationalist and some views that
would probably earn him a sympathetic hearing at the American Enterprise Institute. On
the one hand, Mallat, a law professor in Beirut, indulges some of the worst tendencies in
Arab politics: He spearheaded the case in Belgium to indict Ariel Sharon for war crimes
on behalf of the victims of Lebanon’s Sabra and Shatila massacres. On the other hand,
in 1996, he also co-founded INDICT, a London-based movement to prosecute Saddam
and his deputies for crimes against humanity. In a March op-ed for Lebanon’s Daily Star,
in the wake of anti-Syria protests in Beirut, Mallat heralded the invasion of Iraq as an
“earthquake’ ... slowly confirming a new era in the region, where the forces of democracy
are emerging as the dominant ideological model in each and every Arab country.” For
Mallat, the Iraqgi “earthquake” was not the end of Arab nationalism. Rather, it marked a
parting of ways between what he termed “black Arabism” and “white Arabism.” The former,
in his view, “is characteristically fascist, and is epitomized by the Baath systems in Iraq
and Syria.” The latter, by contrast, means “democratic, non-violent change at the top in the
Middle East ... a liberal call that unifies people irrespective of their religion or sect.” Mallat
has railed with equal vigor against American adversaries Saddam Hussein and Bashar Al
Assad and pro-Western autocrats like Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak and Tunisian
strongman Zein al-Abidin Bin Ali.

The fair trial and conviction of Saddam Hussein appears to play a key role in Mallat’s
strategy. After all, Saddam’s trial would be particularly valuable to the cause of “white
Arabism” if it could inspire similar ventures elsewhere. Upon the ex-dictator’s capture in
December 2003, Mallat called for Saddam to be tried by an international tribunal led by
an Iraqi judge. He argued that only this arrangement would ensure the trial’s legitimacy
throughout the Arab world--defusing nationalist claims of victors’ justice under foreign
occupation. The subsequent decision to try Saddam under the shadow of American
occupation has been a blow to “white” Arabists. In the Beirut newspaper Al-Mustagbal,
which advocates the anti-Syrian Lebanese nationalist agenda of slain prime minister
Rafiq Hariri, columnist Muhammad al-Sammak recently conveyed this view passionately:
“Why wasn'’t a tribunal established along the lines of the trials against the perpetrators
of atrocities in the former Yugoslavia, Sierra Leone, and Rwanda?” he asked. “It is not
morally, humanly, or legally permissible to try a condemned man. Saddam Hussein is



condemned in Iraq ... and those who are trying him are those who are condemning him.”
Sammak explained that his fuss over the legality of an Arab war criminal’s trial stemmed
from his desire to see other Arab war criminals brought to justice: “We are not posing this
question in order to defend Saddam Hussein. ... Rather, we pose it in order to defend the
precedent of prosecuting an Arab president in an Arab country in front of an Arab court.”
Readers of Al-Mustagbal would probably interpret this point as a thinly veiled allusion to
Syrian president Bashar Al Assad.

Similar views have been expressed, albeit more vaguely, in other nationalist venues. A
recent edition of the publication Al-Ayyam, for example, includes a petition calling for a new
trial of Saddam Hussein before the Arab masses, together with a co-defendant unlikely
to respond to a subpoena: the late Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser. Oddly titled
“Only a Trial of Saddam and Abdel Nasser Would Be Legitimate,” the petition serves up a
dozen or so grievances against the Arab nationalist project, in which the more predictable
charge of failing to liberate Palestine is flanked by cutting edge complaints like, “We had
dreamed of knowledge, industry, development, production, scientific advancement, and
technology”; and “We had dreamed of teaching Arab humanism, equality, freedom, and
democracy as a model for a civilized world--but we awake today and find that all of our
dreams have become nightmares and suffering.” In a region where calls to prosecute
a nation’s ruler for crimes against humanity are often met with government retribution,
it's easy to understand why such a petition would resurrect Nasser from the grave: He
functions as a stand-in for the living.

These critiques of Saddam’s trial stand in marked contrast to another set of responses,
also from an Arab nationalist perspective, which Chibli Mallat would presumably classify
as “black Arabism.” They blithely obscure the facts of the unfolding prosecution, or attack
the premise of trying Saddam in the first place, or ignore the trial altogether.

In Khartoum, where members of the ruling clique probably have more blood on their
hands than even Saddam, a brief notice in the establishment newspaper Al Ra’i al ‘Am
recently opened with the headline, “The Trial of Saddam Is lllegitimate.” The story simply
praised the ex-dictator for having stood by Sudan’s side in the past and called for Arab and
Islamic troops to take the place of American soldiers in Iraq. In my readings of the Syrian
press since the trial began, | have noticed reports on the slaying of members of Saddam’s
defense team--but no mention of attacks on Iraqgi judges or prosecutors. Nor would it be
obvious based on a cursory review of Syrian newspapers what precisely Saddam is on
trial for. (Perhaps too many unpaid parking tickets?)

A more florid indictment of Saddam’s indictment was expressed by Al-Quds al-Arabi
editor-in-chief Abdel Bari Atwan--in the same op-ed that slammed the hearings’ poor
production values. In “Try Them Before You Try Him,” Atwan reminded his readers that
Saddam, though imperfect, had achieved much to make Arabs proud: “Saddam Hussein
fought Iran with an army of Arab Shias, and built a military infrastructure and developed a
nuclear program with the collective brainpower of Iraqis--without discriminating between
their sects. ... It should also suffice to mention that 36 of Iragq’s most wanted arrestees-
-stalwarts of the former regime--are Shias, in addition to one Christian, Tariq Aziz.” The
piece also pointed out that Saddam fought Iran “with an overwhelmingly Arab Shia army
who were zealous for their nation and their Arab identity.” It is therefore fatuous, Atwan
argued, to put Saddam on trial for slaying a few Shias back in 1982, especially inasmuch
as “we never heard or read a single word of condemnation toward the Iragi regime from
the American administration at that time.”

Atwan’s tenacious apologetics for Saddam’s regime are anathema to the more progressive
form of Arab nationalism espoused by Chibli Mallat--though both are staunchly committed
to the endurance of pan-Arabism as a political organizing principle in the Middle East.
In the West, critics and supporters of the Iraq war have often asked whether the war will
prove a boon to Islamists or to Arab liberals, both of whom define themselves in opposition
to Arab nationalism. Yet the most enduring legacy of the Iraq war may be the widening rift
within the pan-Arabist camp. “Black” Arabists would prefer that Saddam be both the first
and last Middle East autocr at to find himself in the dock. But if “white” Arabists get their
wish, then television stations will have plenty of opportunities to perfect the sound and
broadcast quality for trials of former dictators.

Joseph Braude is the author of The New Iraq: Rebuilding the Country for Its People,
the Middle East, and the World.
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Question 1: Lebanon

Question 2: The Decision

Question 3: Orientation

Question 4: Syria

Question 5: Human Rights

Excerpt from “The Flowers debate” (www.anis-online.de/2/artclub/blumen/2e.htm#3). Anis
writes: “(March 27, 2006) The day didn’t exactly start off well. In my emails | found a recent
Newsweek interview with Chibli Mallat (www.msnbc.msn.com/id/11998664/site/newsweek/
current presidential contender in Lebanon. He used to be a human rights advocate and |
supported him. In the interview | found this: “Question: President George W. Bush continues
to make the spread of democracy the cornerstone of his foreign policy. Does that sustain
you? Mallat: | support his policy wholeheartedly. We activists in the human-rights community
have been calling for democracy for years, and now that the Americans are embracing it,
we won't turn back.” Can anybody tell me how someone can be a human rights advocate
and at the same time support Mr. Guantanamo? This is like a vegetarian who eats meat.”

Interview with Chibli Mallat, Candidate for Presidency in Lebanon (Dec. 20, 2005)
(English Original - Interviewer: Anis)

Question 1: “You are running for president of Lebanon. This country has recently witnessed
a series of political events and beginnings of general change, after 15 years of civil war and
another 15 years of Syrian domination. In which situation is Lebanon today and what is your
main point?”

Chibli Mallat: “Lebanon has succeeded, to great extent, in its sovereignty revolution. Although
there remain severe security holes, allowing the assassination of remarkable politicians like
Gebrane Tueni last week, Syrian troops did leave in April 2005. We have in contrast dismally
failed in our democratic revolution. It is now clear that the sovereignty revolution is not sufficient.
Failure in the democratic revolution is most apparent in Mr Lahoud, the president of the Republic
who is responsible of all the misery since he forced the extension of his mandate with the force
of Syria in September 2004. He remains glued to his position. There will be no opportunity for
change, or indeed for stability and security in Lebanon, so long as he remains in power. This
is my main point: we need a president in power that looks like the decent Lebanese who have
been on the street since the assassination of Mr Hariri in February.”

Question 2: “As a prominent citizen you had been playing with the thought of entering Lebanese
politics earlier. Can you describe the very moment of your decision to run for the presidency?”

Chibli Mallat: “It is mostly out of frustration with the current leadership, especially in the Christian
camp, that | decided to run. While some of the would-be presidential candidates are decent, an
altogether different type of leadership should be at the top. This may sound presumptuous, but
| believe, so do my supporters, that my candidacy offers the promise of change like no other
does. Indeed, it started in the belief that presidential contests should no longer be carried out
in whispers within Parliament (deputies, alas, and not the people directly, vote the president



in) and at the door of foreign embassies and chanceries. The presidential contest must be
open and competitive, ‘letting the public in” as much as possible considering the constitutional
circumstances in the country. That telling phrase was coined by leading columnist Michael
Young in response to my attempt in the summer of 1998 to offer a presidential course of action
against the status quo at the time. | have learnt since that it is not enough to suggest that other
candidates should run openly, they are too old-fashioned and unimaginative to do so.”

Question 3: “In the German mainstream there is little known about the political system and
circumstances in Lebanon. For example that the prime minister always is a Sunni Muslim, the
president always a Maronite Christian and speaker of the parliament always a Shiite Muslim.
You are therefore a Maronite Christian, but you also want to reform this system towards a more
open alternative and you are an expert on Islamic law, also Shiite. In which respects do you
take EU and international standards as a model and where do you prefer Lebanese Arab ways
and completely new ways?”

Chibli Mallat: “The sectarian constraints on the system are known. Only a Maronite can
become president, only a Sunni Muslim Prime Minister, only a Shiite president of the National
Assembly. This is not an egalitarian system, it is not democratic. Still, there is a problem, which
we can see also in Iraq, because the professed allegiance of most people, in addition to a deep
constitutional tradition, is religious. This given, how is it possible to make all citizens participate
on an equal basis ? There is no magic wand, even if the principle forward appears simple:
reduce the sectarian space and increase the citizenship space. These terms have a strong
Habermas ring, and operate in ways indeed similar to those described by my great colleague
Juergen Habermas with regard to Europe. In the EU, citizens will not jettison easily their
national allegiance, but the European citizenship needs to be increased at the expense of the
national one, hence the insistence of Habermas on ‘constitutional citizenship’ as defining the
new Europe. In the Middle East, there are strong parallels, but they are couched in sectarian-
religious rather than national(ist) terms.”

Question 4: “The relationship between Lebanon and Syria has a long history. Damascus had
been an important center since the Umayyad dynasty in the seventh century. ‘ash-Sham’ is the
name of Greater Syria and the borders to Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan came only in the 20th
century. It seems that Syria is sad because it became marginalized. Can Lebanon help Syria to
believe in and to work for a happier, more free future?”

Chibli Mallat: “This should be the case, unfortunately the current Syrian leadership is ensconced
in a mindset which is both wrong and dangerous. They are convinced that the Lebanese are
‘ungrateful’, and that the West, especially Washington, is out to change their regime. On the
first issue, they forget how painful Syrian rule has been for the Lebanese, and disregard the
number of assassinations by their security apparatus in the country over the past quarter of a
century. They obliterate this obvious record, lately exposed in Judge Detlev Mehlis ascribing
squarely the assassination of Mr Hariri to the Syrian authorities (Ash-Sharq al-Awsat, 18
December), and wrap their view in an alleged ‘Lebanese ungratefulness’. On the second issue,
they may be right, but not out of American or Western design, but simply because without
profound constitutional reforms, the current leadership cannot survive. But this is not because
of Washington, it is because no citizen on earth will accept forever to remain deprived of his/her
freedom and of his/her right to choose the country’s political leader.”

Question 5: “Recently, the Canadian scholar Bill Bhaneja, who presented the proposal for a
ministry/department of peace in Canada, was interviewed here. The idea is to institutionalize
professional conflict resolution strategies and nonkilling within the government. As you are a
renowned human rights advocate, can you imagine a similar enterprise in your country? Where
do you see space for efficient and just top-down peace-making in the world?”

Chibli Mallat: “Non-violence is the most remarkable feature of the Lebanese 2005 Revolution, it
is unique in the Middle East and must be cherished and supported. There is no top-down effect
here, it has been exercised by the people on all sides, including Hizbullah. The only exception



is the assassins. But there isn’t sufficient acknowledgment and support for this extraordinary
course for the region by the West, whether governments or peoples. To that extent, a formal
Canadian (or any other democratic country’s) support would be welcome, and Mr Bhaneja
should be commended for his initiative. Support for non-violence must be open and meaningful,
and the Lebanese people are for the moment the most advanced in this respect in the world,
against a past which has been particularly bloody. For the first time in three decades one feels
proud to be Lebanese. This also informs my hope to represent the large majority of non-violent
people as president of the republic.”

Extra: Lebanon Chronology 2005 & links

Chronology Lebanon 2005:

14.02.05: Assassination of Lebanese prime minister Rafik El-Hariri

28.02.05: After mass protests the pro-Syrian cabinet of leader Omar Karami resigns

14.03.05: “Cedar Revolution” of Lebanese independence, biggest demonstration with 800.000
people

07.04.05: UN security council decides on international investigation of the Hariri assassination
26.04.05: Last Syrian troops leave Lebanon according to UNSC Resolution 1559

27.04.05: Najib Mikati becomes prime minister

07.05.05: Lebanese politician Michel Aoun returns from exile

02.06.05: Lethal assault against the anti-Syrian journalist Samir Kassir

19.06.05: Oppositional alliance around Saad Hariri, son of the murdered Hariri, wins
parliamentary elections

21.06.05: In a car bombing assault in Beirut anti-Syrian politician George Hawi dies

30.06.05: Fouad Siniora becomes prime minister

30.08.05: UN investigators arrest several leaders of former pro-Syrian leadership in Beirut
25.09.05: Assault on Syria-critical Lebanese journalist May Chidyac, who gets severely injured
20.10.05: Mehlis UN report: Syrian and lebanese secret services are held co-responsible for
Hariri murder. Syria rejects the report.

2.11.05: Lawyer and professor Chibli Mallat announces his candidacy for presidency in the
leading Lebanese daily an-Nahar. An international campaign starts, with a talk held before the
UN Correspondents Association in New York on 16.11.05

12.12.05: In an oped in the Daily Star, Mallat calls for an international tribunal to stop the killings.
That morning, lethal assault on the legislator and Christian Lebanese editor-in-chief of Nahar,
Gebran Tueni and two other individuals.

Links:

- www.mallatforpresident.com

- Princeton Mallat Interview December 23, 2005

- Wikipedia: Politics of Lebanon

- Anis Online: Chibli Mallat Page/Democratic Iraq Initiative (Feb 2003)

- Anis Online: Lebanon’s struggle for more stability” Robert Fisk interview by Andrea Bistrich
(August 2005)

- Candidate MALLAT on BBC Hardtalk Video! (22 February 2006)

This page was put online by Anis Hamadeh in Mainz/Germany. Names, pictures, texts, audios, and logos are the copyright of their respective
owners. Anis is not responsible for the content of external internet sites. Diese Seite wurde ins Netz gestellt von Anis Hamadeh in Mainz. - Texte,
Namen, Bilder, Audios und Logos stehen unter dem Recht der betreffenden Urheber. Anis ist nicht verantwortlich fiir den Inhalt fremder Internet-
Seiten.
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PrincetonUniversity

ENCGAEN epon on Knomieod

The Candidate

An interview with Chibli Mallat
Volume 1 - Number 2

Chibli Mallat, you, a mere professor of law, have declared your candidacy for the
presidency of Lebanon. But you have neither a legacy claim to this presidency nor does
it appear that you yet have a popular following. Can you explain why this candidacy is
more an innovation than an impossibility?

| am running to win. If additional, novel points are scored on the way, so much the better.
The Lebanese president is elected by MPs; the present configuration, and the credit made
with leading blocs, makes it highly winnable, as noted in two important profiles already
published, in the Financial Times and in Arabian Business. Then there is the groundswell
of enthusiasm among the decent people of Lebanon, who are the majority, for a person
they know well from lead talkshows and regular hard-hitting articles in the press. ‘Mere’ is
not the operative word here.

You are also an intellectual, and in the United States it has been nearly forty years since

an intellectual ran for president. Even a plumber here might launch a more plausible
candidacy. Are the qualifications for candidacy in the Middle East different?

The concept of “intellectual” is meaningless in a world where wealth is produced at
80 percent by services, eminently “intellectual” products if any. | am a lawyer, a writer,
a columnist, a human rights advocate, a defender of the people in international fora. And |
think it is not only possible, but would be great, if a professor of law at Yale or anthropology
at Princeton seriously considered running in the next U.S. presidential elections.

You are well known for your work in international human rights, both as a theorist about

the relation of law to democracy and as an activist. How does this work inform your
candidacy, and what might it contribute to doing electoral politics differently?

My candidacy is, as the Financial Times has called it, that of a human rights lawyer who
bridges the divide: the divide between East and West, and between various communities
in Lebanon.

Lebanon is small, vulnerable, and weak, surrounded by neighbors who like to flex their
muscles. Given your reputation for independence, and your advocacy for establishing

genuine participatory democracy in the Middle East, how do you plan to resist either
being bought out or assassinated?



| think the Saddam Husseins, Ariel Sharons and Muammar Qaddafis of this world, against
whom | have led successful suits, know | am incorruptible. As for security, | do believe that
after the Melhis investigation, political assassins are thinking twice before carrying on their
traditional business. And | am extra careful.

© 2006 The Trustees of Princeton University | P-ROK, Dickinson Hall.
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Semaine

Chebli Mallat, candidat a la présidence

m Propulsé sur le devant de la scéne médiatique par le proces intenté par les victimes des mas-
sacres de Sabra et Chatila contre leurs bourreaux, Chebli Mallat, avocat a la Cour, a récemment
présenté sa candidature pour la présidence. Quelles sont ses motivations? Lui a-t-on «conseillé»
de le faire? Quelles sont les grandes lignes de son programme? Interview.

(luelles sont les raisons qui vous ont poussé

a presenter votre candidature a la présidence

de la Republique?
La réponse, sans doute la plus précise, est
que cet extraordinaire mouvement indé-
pendantiste libanais n’a pas de leadership,
ni de président qui lui corresponde. Nous
pensions qu'il fallait donner cette chance a
ce mouvement, en |'occurrence avoir un
représentant a la téie de I'Etat qui lui res-
semble, ce qui n’existe pas dans le contex-
te des personnes présidentiables. Nous
n’étions pas satisfaits du fait qu’il n’y ait
pas un profil comme celui que le peuple
libanais mérite. Les chances de mon suc-
cés sont importantes en raison d'un profil
national trés particulier, d'alliances et de
respect mutuel que ce soit au niveau du
patriarche maronite, du leadership de I'op-
position, principalement la famille Hariri,
de Walid J bl de la c ¢
chiite... les ¢éléments principaux d’une
candidature nationale sont plus présents
chez moi que chez mes concurrents.
Finalement, il y a une possibilité extraordi-
naire pour le pays d'avoir une présidence
ancrée dans le XXI* siécle, une présidence
scientifique, éclairée, une présidence des
droits de I'Homme, une présidence écono-
migue avant-gardiste qui soit un exemple
pour le Liban et dans la région.

Vous dites que ce qui vous a encouragé a présenter
votre candidature est le fait d'avoir trouvé un
consensus autour de volre personne. Qu'est ce qui
vous porte a en élre aussi sir?
Ce que j ai avancé est exact. Ce consensus
n'existe peut-éire pas encore, mais il est

<lI ne faut aller ni a Riyad
ni au Caire demander un
quelconque soutien.””

potentiel. 1l faut donc que je convaingue
les Libanais et les parlementaires, notam-
ment les grands blocs non maronites.
C’est, en fin de compte, une bataille entre
maronites. Convaincre le général Michel
Aoun, Boutros Harb, ou Nayla Moawad de
me céder la place n’est pas facile.

Sur le plan interne, vous comptez sur I'appui des
blocs parlementaires importants. Quel sera le role
de la communauté arabe el internationale dans la
bataille presidentielle?

11 est vrai que la communauté internationa-

demander leur appui. Nous demandons
aux démocraties internationales d’étre res-
pectueuses de la clause de la résolution
1559 qui stipule que I'élection présiden-
tielle doit étre organisée sans intervention
étrangére. Nous leur demandons aussi de
continuer leurs pressions pour assurer le
départ d'Emile Lahoud et favoriser la
concurrence entre des candidats sans
prendre parti pour 1'un ou |'autre.

Vous pensez que des pays arabes, comme |'Arabie
saoudite et I'Egypte par exemple, se contenteront
d'étre des spectateurs silencieux?
1l ne tient qu'a nous d"affirmer que la pré-
sidentielle obéit a une décision libanaise. 11
ne faut aller ni & Riyad ni au Caire deman-
der un guelconque soutien.

(Quelles sont les grandes lignes

de votre programme?
Ce programme existe en détails en trois
langues sur le site mallat.com. 1l avance
des idées différentes, comme la nécessité
de rendre la présidence plus proche du
peuple par un choix direct des citoyens a
travers le vote pour augmenter la marge de
démocratie. Renforcer la participation a la
vie politique des Libanais vivant & I"étran-
ger. Le pays a besoin d’étre dégagé de son
carcan sectaire. Il n’est donc pas normal
que la présidence soit cantonnée aux maro-
nites. [l faut un changement dans ce sens.
Il faut éviter les excés idéalistes inutiles.
Mais 1'orientation générale est vers Iallé-

le et arabe, ne la Syrie, s'ingé

dans le choix du président. Ac nt

2 du poids confessionnel et I"aug-

ce n'est plus nécessaire ni éthique de
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ion de I'espace citoyen démocra-
tique. I PROPOS RECUEILLIS PAR D.G.
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Breaking the dykes that pen in Arab democracy

By Rami G. Khouri
Daily Star staff

The respected lawyer, professor and democracy activist Chibli Mallat is running for
president of Lebanon, at a time when no presidential election has been officially declared,
in a system in which Parliament chooses the president. Succeed or not, his candidacy
is worthy because he is challenging, and may help to change, two core enigmas of the
modern Arab world and its bizarre political order: why executive power remains in the
hands of the same person for many years; and why individual citizens feel helpless and
angry, but do not try seriously to change their unsatisfactory autocratic systems.

Mallat's candidacy provides a rare example of how individuals can instigate change by
demanding that those who wield power should be held accountable to the law. It also
affirms the novel idea that any Arab citizen can aspire to become president through
democratic political action and personal initiative.

This is not new ground for Mallat, who has a track record in challenging political impunity
by leaders throughout the Middle East. He actively and publicly campaigned for years
against the practices of leaders like Moammar Gadhafi in Libya and Saddam Hussein in
Iraq.

He was one of a handful of lawyers who took the daring step in June 2001 of filing a
criminal complaint in a Belgian court on behalf of 28 witnesses and survivors of the 1982
massacre in the Palestinian refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila in Beirut, which resulted
in the brutal death of between 700 and several thousand Palestinian civilians. The suit
charged Israel's Ariel Sharon and Amos Yaron, and several members of a Lebanese
Christian militia, with war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide. Mallat and
colleagues had made their point on the global stage: political impunity and wanton killing
of any people, by any people, was unacceptable and had to be ended.

Sharon's name will forever be linked with the Sabra and Shatila massacres, partly due to
this legal action. Five books have been written on the "Sharon case" in Belgium, including a
splendid volume of essays edited by John Borneman of Princeton University. Entitled "The
Case of Ariel Sharon and the Fate of Universal Jurisdiction," it was published in 2004 by
the Princeton Institute for International and Regional Studies.

| visited Mallat in his office last week to find out more about his motivation and expectations
in running for president, assuming that his candidacy was something of a long shot. Yet,
like the Sharon case in Belgium, | also knew that Mallat's political activism and legal
initiatives tended to anchor a specific local event in its much wider, often universal, moral



and constitutional context. In this case, the core issue was one he had been writing and
speaking about for years: the crucial constitutional rotation of presidential power.

Mallat the EU Jean Monnet Professor of Law at St. Joseph University in Beirut, sees
his candidacy as a logical continuation of the same legal and ethical principles leading
to the demand that the Sabra and Shatila killers be held accountable. No person, group
or country was above the law. All had to be held accountable for their transgressions.
Impunity was intolerable.

He, like a majority of Lebanese, was outraged in autumn 2004 when Syria unilaterally
extended the six-year mandate of Lebanese President Emile Lahoud for another three
years. Mallat saw this as further foreign interference in Lebanon's domestic affairs, making
the extension "illegitimate and unconstitutional because it reflected external coercion ...
and therefore it must be reversed." Mallat also believes that many of the assassinations,
threats and explosions that have rocked Lebanon since autumn 2004 are linked to
Lahoud's extension.

"We have to reverse the presidential extension through more than just talk or political
pressure,”" he told me; "We must create a real, viable alternative to unseat Lahoud."

So he launched his campaign, a very organized affair, with a Web site updated daily,
media releases, local and international support committees, position papers, regular press
interviews and public lectures, and a complete action plan for national political renewal. He
meets regularly with politicians, members of Parliament, and small groups of interested
citizens. Win or lose, he sees his candidacy in the wider context of the urgent need to
change political culture throughout the Arab world.

"We have to promote democracy in the Arab world by ensuring that power at the top of the
executive branch rotates regularly. We must unblock the hold of power at the top of our
systems. In this case, Parliament has a duty to reverse the president's term extension and
unseat Lahoud," he says.

He also feels that his candidacy has triggered two other important ideas: "The dyke has
broken on the idea that a normal Arab citizen cannot aspire to compete for the top post in
the country," and "we insist on ending the norm that governments or officials can get away
with killing people.”

How sensible, how long overdue, and how unsurprising that it should be a single man
of the law in little Lebanon that translates these ideas into action. This strikes me as a
candidacy not only worth watching, but also worth emulating in other Arab lands. We need

to break more dykes.

Rami G. Khouri writes a regular commentary for THE DAILY STAR.
Copyright (c) 2006 The Daily Star
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IRI President Meets with Lebanese Presidential Hopeful

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 26, 2006

Washington, D.C.-- Lebanese Presidential Candidate Chibli Mallat, who is in Washington
to promote the idea of new leadership in Lebanon and to gain support for Lebanese
presidential elections in February, met with Lorne Craner, President of the International
Republican Institute (IRI). While in Washington, Mallat will also speak at the Woodrow
Wilson Center for International Peace and the Heritage Foundation.

"Uncertainty in Lebanon will not be resolved unless there is new leadership that
corresponds to the extraordinary revolution of nonviolence that occurred last year,"
contended Mallat. "A truly democratic leadership election would bring us [Lebanon] back
into the democratic process."

Mallat has actively worked to prompt the United Nations (UN) to encourage Lebanon to
hold presidential elections under UN Resolution 1559. Working with other advocates in
Lebanon Mallat has been promoting the implementation of the clause in Resolution 1559,
calling for an election free of foreign influence. Mallat hopes that bringing attention to this
issue will accelerate the restoration of democracy in Lebanon and encourage similar non-
violent developments in the Middle East.

Craner praised the Lebanese people for their bravery and peaceful outpouring of public
emotion following the death in February 2005 of Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. "Lebanon is
an inspiration to people in the Middle East and the world. What occurred last year was
quite commendable, what you did in getting the Syrians out was remarkable." Craner
also reiterated IRI's commitment to democracy promotion in the region and in Lebanon
specifically.

Mallat was born in Lebanon in 1960. Born a Maronite Christian and recognized as a
leading Islamic scholar, Mallat serves as a professor of law at St. Joseph's University and
a practicing lawyer and a senior fellow at Yale law school. Over a period of two decades,
Mallat has been active on issues related to human rights, crimes against humanity,
the democratic process and the rule of law. He has been lead counsel in a number of
international criminal cases, including the trial of the Sabra and Shatila massacre in
Belgian courts, the indictment of Libyan leader Muammar Qaddafi for the disappearance
of Lebanese Imam Musa Sadr in Libya. In 1996 he established Indict, the international
nongovernmental organization that worked to bring Saddam Hussein and his aides to
justice.

HHH

A nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing democracy worldwide
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Les Libanais de New York se mobilisent en faveur du candidat a la
premiére magistrature de I’Etat

Collecte de fonds pour soutenir la campagne présidentielle de Chebli Mallat
30 january 2006

New York, de Sylviane ZEHIL

Une collecte de fonds destinée a soutenir la candidature de M. Chebli Mallat a la
présidence de la République a été organisée au cours d’un diner a New York, au restaurant
Byblos, par « The Mallat for President US Support Committee », un comité composé de
onze personnalités et présidé par Ray Debbané, PDG de Invus Group, LLC et de Weight
Watchers International.

« Nous sommes réunis aujourd’hui a New York pour ce qui pourrait étre un événement
normal dans la vie politique aux Etats-Unis. En réalité, nous participons & un événement
extraordinaire: a une levée de fonds transparente en faveur d’'un candidat politique
a la présidence de la République libanaise, ce qui n’a jamais encore été réalisé aux
Etats-Unis et au Liban », a déclaré Ray Debbané dans son allocution d’ouverture.
Cet homme d’affaires n’a jamais « fait de politique et n'a jamais été affilié a un parti
politique libanais ». Il en est de méme pour les dix autres membres du comité, ainsi
que pour la plupart des cent personnes présentes a cet événement. « Chebli Mallat est
un homme d’une grande intégrité, spécialiste en droit islamique, ami a la fois de Paul
Wolfowitz et de Walid Joumblatt. C’est un avocat spécialisé dans la défense des droits
de 'homme. Il a a son actif d'importants dossiers juridiques, notamment les proces
intentés contre Saddam Hussein pour avoir persécuté des chiites irakiens, contre Ariel
Sharon pour son réle dans les massacres de Sabra et Chatila, et contre Mouammar
Kadhafi pour l'enlevement de l'imam Moussa Sadr », a souligné Ray Debbané.
De son co6té, M. Gabriel Sara, vice-président du comité, a mis laccent sur
« I'enthousiasme et la générosité » des personnes présentes en faveur du candidat
Chebli Mallat « et du processus en cours ». Les convives, a-t-il ajouté, sont «tous
venus exprimer leur amour pour le Liban et leur inquiétude au sujet de I'avenir de leur
pays ». Tirant la sonnette d’alarme, Gabriel Sara a brossé un tableau de la situation
politique au Liban, avant que M. Mallat ne réponde aux questions des présents.
Qu'il s’agisse de l'importance de la mise en ceuvre des résolutions du Conseil de
sécurité de I'ONU, notamment la 1559, du démantélement et du désarmement
des milices libanaises et non libanaises, des relations avec le Hezbollah, avec
la Syrie, de sa vision politique et économique du Liban, de ses appuis politiques



intérieurs et extérieurs, des réformes politiques, économiques et sociales, le
candidat a répondu de maniére claire et franche a tous les points soulevés.
Une levée de fonds a ensuite été organisée. En moins d’'une demi-heure, plus de 100 000
dollars ont été rassemblés.

Pour les participants a la collecte de fonds, si Chebli Mallat est élu président du Liban,
il «xapportera a la fois l'intellect et I'intégrité a la présidence. Nous devons supporter ses
idées, son courage et les principes qu’il défend. C’est cela qui le rend si unique. De toute
fagon, c’est un procédé jamais vu au Liban qu'un candidat fasse montre d’autant de
transparence ».
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Lebanese Push for New President
By Challiss McDonough v A
Beirut - 17 February 2006 - _

The leaders of the anti-Syrian alliance that holds the most seats in Lebanon’s parliament
are calling on President Emile Lahoud to resign by March 14, and they say they will
impeach him if he refuses. Mr. Lahoud, a close ally of Damascus, has said he has no
intention of leaving office before his term expires in 2007. VOA’s Challiss McDonough has
interviewed two men who are contenders to replace him and has this report from Beirut.
Anti-Syrian forces in Lebanon see President Lahoud as the last remaining vestige of
Syrian control over their country. Syria engineered the extension of his term in office in
2004, and his critics say that was illegal.

The anti-Syrian bloc in parliament is led by slain former Prime Minister Rafik al-Hariri’s son
Saad, along with Druze leader Walid Jumblatt and Christian militia leader Samir Geagea.
They are pushing ahead with their drive to topple President Lahoud without any real
consensus on who should replace him.

In Lebanon’s complex and unique political system, the president is always a Maronite
Christian, chosen by parliament rather than directly elected. Amid the push for Mr.
Lahoud’s ouster, several major Christian leaders have thrown their hats in the ring.
Christian popular support seems to be divided between Geagea and General Michel Aoun,
a former armed forces commander and longtime foe of Syria who returned from exile in
France last year after Syria’s withdrawal. General Aoun recently spoke to VOA and other
reporters in the basement office of his heavily fortified home on the cliffs overlooking
Beirut.

“We have an independent country, but we don’t have independent Lebanese people,” he
said.

Like many others in Beirut, General Aoun believes that Lebanon’s democratic reforms
cannot be completed with President Lahoud in office.

The general calls himself the “father” of the March 15 movement that ousted Syrian troops
from the country. His forces battled Syrian troops before he was evicted from Lebanon in
1990.

But in the parliamentary election after his return, the veteran anti-Syria fighter allied himself
with pro-Syrian groups. He was frozen out by the Hariri camp, and relations between the
two groups have only grown frostier.

Citing security concerns, General Aoun did not attend the rally to mark the one-year
anniversary of Mr. Hariri’s killing. He sent deputies to represent him, but did not encourage
his followers to go. Many of the demonstrators were dismayed at his decision to shun what
they had hoped would be a show of national unity. A Christian man named Hani said he
had hoped for better.

“I think General Aoun, he disappointed the Lebanese people,” he said. “We worked hard
to bring him back to Lebanon, but when he came back, everything is changed, because
he stood with the Syrian politicians and with Hezbollah, who is connected to Syria. | don’t
know, maybe his people, the fans of General Aoun, | think they are reducing every day
because of his choices he is making.”

During the election, General Aoun’s support at the polls was better than anyone expected.



He won a significant bloc of seats in parliament.

Earlier this month, he signed an agreement with the Syrian-backed militant group
Hezbollah, changing Lebanon’s political calculus even more. Hezbollah is one of the
two dominant groups in the Shiite community. A recent editorial in Beirut's Daily Star
newspaper said the only way to get rid of Mr. Lahoud is with a candidate that could earn
the support of Hezbollah.

Given Lebanon’s ethnic and religious diversity, General Aoun says it is imperative for the
different groups to work together.

“Since 1989 | am shouting,” he said. “| am saying loudly what we have to meet around a
round table and discuss our problems. | was evicted after that by the Syrian army. And for
15 years | was preaching to people that dialogue is the road to salvation.”

The general rejects allegations that he is working with a Syrian-backed terrorist group.
He says he is trying to pull Hezbollah further into the mainstream, and away from Syrian
influence, and working toward Hezbollah’s disarmament or integration into Lebanese
security forces.

“If the United States considers that Hezbollah is a terrorist organization, we have to take
out from their minds the terrorists, not from their hands,” Aoun said. “You are not terrorists
because you have weapons. You are terrorists because you think of terrorism. Therefore
disarming a terrorist, that is taking terrorism from his mind and not from his hands.”

His critics see the general’s alliance with Hezbollah and other pro-Syrian groups as a
power play, aimed only at securing the presidency for himself.

And, General Aoun is far from being the only voice calling for the ouster of Mr. Lahoud.
Another contender for the presidency is respected human rights lawyer Chibli Mallat.
“The fact that he remains in power suggests that a very important dimension of our
revolution has not succeeded, and that is the democratic revolution that we started last
year,” he said. “So we need a new president in order to start achieving that democratic
revolution and develop a new stand of economic political and constitutional reforms that
this country needs.”

Mallat is a former law professor who was involved in the so-called “Cedar Revolution”
protest movement that drove the Syrians from the country. He believes his track record of
legal advocacy for Shiite and Palestinian victims of human rights violations will help him
gain support from those groups. He presents himself as a compromise candidate of sorts,
one from a younger generation and a tradition of non-violence. Unlike some of the other
contenders with military backgrounds, Mallat does not come with bloody baggage from
Lebanon’s civil war.

“Look, | feel that we are going down two parallel lines of immense intensity,” he said.
“One which is tragic, and which can bring us back to the civil war, or forms of the civil
war, or collapse of the state.... And there’s another vision, which is the vision of a new
presidency, that rekindles hope and puts the country onto the right track domestically and
internationally. So it's not a question of being optimistic or pessimistic. One sees those two
possibilities very clearly, and both are real. What is needed is a plan and an action that
makes Lebanon live, not Lebanon die.

In other countries, it might seem strange that people would announce themselves
contenders for the presidency while there is no election on the horizon.

But the anti-Syrian forces in parliament believe they have the momentum to oust President
Lahoud soon, and they hope that the next month will be decisive.
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EBEE WORLD

HARDtalk - BBC World Television
Lebanon: Campaigning For Change
London Feb. 23, 2006

HARDtalk is BBC World’s interview programme which speaks to newsmakers and
ordinary people who find themselves in the news.

Chibli Mallat, Lebanese presidential candidate is interviewed by Sarah Montague.

Sarah Montague: Some of Lebanon’s senior politicians have told their President, Emile
Lahoud, he has until 14th March to give up his job. They see him as a stooge of Syria and
want to cut the final links between Syria and Lebanon. The deadline has been set a year
to the day after what became known in the West as the ZCedar Revolution'. Then, mass
demonstrations against Syria were sparked by the death of the former Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri. My guest today will be petitioning parliament in his attempt to oust the president, but
will it work?

Sarah Montague: Chibli Mallat, welcome to HARDtalk. Is this because you want the top
job, you want to be president?

Chibli Mallat: Not at all, there is no point in wanting the top job if you can’t do something
about it and the top job does not deliver the departure of the man in power.

SM: You want to get rid of President Lahoud, Why?

CM: | don’t think I’'m the only one to want to get rid of President Lahoud. We were over
a million last week, asking just one thing on the streets of Beirut. We need a president
that looks like us. A human rights president, a democratic president, a Cedar Revolution
president.

SM: But let's be clear, you want to get rid of him and then you want to stand for the
presidency.

CM: No, it's a bit eerie actually because formulating the candidacy and running the
campaign itself have created the dynamic to get rid of him. This curiously is the same
as offering myself as a choice who would be better to serve my country than other
contenders.

SM: So let's be clear, you do want the job.
CM: Of course.
SM: Of course? Why?

CM: Because | think the country needs to have a leadership of a different nature. And this
leadership | don’t see in the present contenders.

SM: But the people have to recognize, the people of Lebanon have to recognize that your
approach to getting rid of your current president, that that ultimately is your ambition, this
personal ambition behind it.

CM: Well there certainly is ambition on a personal level but it doesn’t work like this. If there
were somebody else who could have in the first place created a process to oust Lahoud
and then offered their program like mine | would certainly stand behind him or her. | don’t
think any such leadership is being recognized now by the people. In order to have a richer
tapestry of people to choose from | offered my services to the country and hope that they
will be recognized both in the process of ousting Mr. Lahoud and in the more important job
of offering a leadership that brings our country to a higher stage of democracy.



SM: The anniversary of Rafic Hariri‘'s death there were demonstrations and after that there
were senior politicians who met and said fatefully called on the president to resign by, giving
him a month, by March the 14th.

CM: That's right, | was part of that.
SM: You were part of it. Did you initiate that?

CM: | initiated that on the 2nd of November by offering my candidacy when there was
no presidential contest to speak of. So it was a two stage process, the first stage was
to gather the international process that undermined the legitimacy of Mr. Lahoud by
recreating an emphasis on a clause which had been dormant until then in the Security
Council Resolution [1559] which required presidential elections to be held in Lebanon and
they hadn’t been held. And secondly, to create the constitutional process inside Lebanon
[supporting] the political process that resulted on the 14th of February in the unanimous
call on the street and in that group of politicians that Mr. Lahoud should go home.

SM: You talk about a process there's still isn‘t a process. You're saying he should go, he
says I'm not going anywhere, I've been elected.

CM: Yes but this is the point, the [Parliamentary] petition as it circulates shows very clearly
that the election was forced upon the country by the president of Syria and that’s why its
null and void.

SM: This is his extension..
CM: ... That’s right...

SM: ..the extension of his mandate. But it was voted on by the 128 members of parliament
at the time.

CM: No not all of them.
SM: But he had a vote.
CM: The extension had a vote, yes.

SM: Basically he got in because he was given a mandate by the parliamentarians at the
time. In that sense he is legitimate.

CM: That's what he says but of course since we know now after the investigation into the
killing of our former prime minister - then sitting as prime minister - , that on the 26th of
August 2004, so six days before that forced [extension], our prime minister was threatened
openly by the president of Syria to vote positively on the constitutional amendment, or
else. So the petition that has already gone out today is from the colleagues of Prime
Minister Hariri who stood up and said ‘we were coerced physically into writing yes to this
constitutional amendment.’

SM: The petition that's gone out today, you‘ve formed this petition that says 'We were
coerced“ how many of the parliamentarians have you got to sign it?

CM: Well there are about 15 who've signed already about the coercion and 15 takes
away that majority that was needed for that constitutional amendment to stand in terms
of votes.

SM: This is extremely unorthodox.

CM: Yes because the constitutional amendment is unorthodox, it's the first time in the
history of our country, nay in the history of any country that you have the president of a
foreign country putting pressure and threats on your sitting prime minister in order to force a
constitutional amendment. It’s quite an extraordinary set of circumstances all of which are
not only bizarre but had tragic consequences including the killing of our prime minister.

SM: But, you're in a situation now where you are going back and asking MPs to recant how
they voted.



CM: Absolutely.

SM: And are you going to suggest that this has any more legitimacy then what went on
then?

CM: We had a million people in the streets and we had the international community in
the form of a presidential statement of the Security Council on the 23rd of January that
said: look we wanted presidential elections in Lebanon, they did not take place. We still
want presidential elections. So there’s a combination of the huge massive international
community in the form of its Security Council unanimously passing it and you have the
people on the street, over a million people last week saying just one thing “we want a new
president”; and you have the majority of parliamentarians putting forward this petition now,
so what more do you want?

SM: Do you have the majority of parliamentarians?
CM: Of course, we wouldn’t have moved otherwise.

SM: Because this petition you‘ve only just completed it now. But you‘ve done your sums
and you would say that you have the majority of the 128 MPs who will sign it to say 'Emile
Lahoud, you should go*“.

CM: Better than this it is going to say “we need a new president” Whatever Mr. Lahoud
says we are going to have a new president hopefully before March 14th.

SM: That's not very far away. Are you serious that this can be done in that time?
CM: Of course, we’re serious.
SM: Do you think if you had that he's gonna say ’fine I'm off*.

CM: No he won'’t say “I'm off.” We’re going to elect a new president and that new president
will form a new government and by then if he’s not off, he’s arrested. The thing is that he
cannot prevent it.

SM: You're seriously suggesting that you will effectively hold a poll of Lebanese MPs to vote
another President, while there is one sitting.

CM: He is illegitimate. That is the point of the petition. That the constitutional amendment
was coerced and therefore that the extension is illegitimate and he’s been illegitimate
since that extension was forced upon us by his security services and those of the Syrian
president.

SM: You'‘re worried about what‘s happening to your country. Are you not worried that this
will destabilise it further?

CM: Look we were an inch away from disaster two weeks ago, we have seen the country
going down into a terrible situation of assassinations since the extension. There is
a causality that operates there, the extension was forced, people stood up against the
extension, they were killed one after the other and still Mr. Lahoud is there. So the cause of
the unrest in Lebanon is the extension. Unless you remove that cause there is no stability
in the country.

SM: And are you saying that instability is a result of Syria?

CM: And of Mr. Lahoud, not only Syria. Mr. Lahoud sought the support of the president
of Syria, who made that tragic mistake which wasn’t necessary [and] led to this spate of
assassinations and unrest in which we are still [living] a year after it happened. So it has
to be resolved because the country is on the brink of disaster. We don’t have a functioning
government, we have an illegitimate president, no one wants to speak with him,

SM: None of these things have proved what you saying. We still have investigations going
on into Rafik Hariri‘s death...

CM: ...no, no the investigation was very clear as the cause of...



SM: ,itis your judgement that he is illegitimate.

CM: No, Mr. Mehlis, the chief investigator who was at the head of the commission said
openly in a statement on the 15th of December that he thinks that the cause of the
assassination of Mr. Hariri was the extension.

SM: It's difficult to see how you can claim to be able to elect a legitimate president when it
is unlikely that even if you get a majority of MPs signing your petition, you will get enough
voting for a new president to give him the legitimacy that he needs.

CM: Well it appears complicated but in reality it is very simple. As soon as you accept the
fact that the majority of parliament, which is the majority of the people of Lebanon, are
saying “the president is illegitimate for reasons of coercion by a foreign power”, as soon as
you accept this the consequence must be that you need to elect a new president and it’s
the same majority which will meet and after hopefully a debate between the contenders,
elect a new president.

SM: But how could it be done in three weeks, you haven‘t even got contenders. You'‘re
saying you'll stand, who else is gonna stand?

CM: Oh there are a lot of contenders, don’t worry. The difference is that when | stood and
| continue to stand, | stand openly.

SM: Who else is going to stand then?

CM: Well hopefully a lot of people will stand. There are a number of Maronites, since you
know unfortunately in the country only Maronites, which is a brand of Christians, can stand
for the job. There are many contenders and they will come out very quickly.

SM: But this is absurd, you are talking about electing the president within three weeks and
you‘re not even in a position to have candidates at this stage.

CM: No, the candidates are there, some of them have come out, and many candidates are
people who petitioning today.
SM: But why aren‘t they, why aren‘t more coming out?

CM: Well this has to do with something else which is that unfortunately our country has a
system where MPs vote the president in. It's been a rather 19th century process, of things
under the table, calling upon foreign embassies, to advance one’s or other’s agenda. What
I’'m trying to do is to say enough with that, we need to come out, | go the MPs and to the
people and say this is my program. Never in the past has a program been put forward by
a presidential candidate and | want to break this because we deserve to have a different
process.

SM: Let's see who else you could be up against. Could you be up against Michel Aoun?

CM: Absolutely and | hope that he runs and | am trying to convince him that he should
run.

SM: What's he said?
CM: Well, so far he’s held back but | think hopefully in the next week he will rally.
SM: Who else?

CM: Oh well, | mean they have to speak for themselves. I'm not going to ask people to
run, to stand against me.

SM: But if the difficulty at the moment is that it looks rather like Chibli Mallat is out to get
Chibli Mallat elected and this unorthodox process is all,

CM: | don’t elect myself, | am asking MPs to elect me. If nobody stands...

SM: You're three weeks from the point of which a president will be taking over and you‘re
the only candidate.



CM: Yeah, but I've been running for four months.
SM: In a process that you set up.

CM: Absolutely.

SM: It's absurd.

CM: Well no, because the results are there to speak for themselves, today the only talk
in the country is about the new president and I'm the only one to have run four months
ago because | knew where | was going and | had thought through the international and
domestic process that would lead us to where we are today.

SM: So you approached General Aoun and said Zlook we need more candidates in this
election.

CM: Absolutely.
SM: What did he say?

CM: Well, he’s not reacting yet but when he sees that the process is going forward
because he can’t stop it he will have to choose.

SM: He could very well think Zwell hang about, | have to join an election rather late in
the day with somebody who's got however many months head start on me and that's not
exactly fair.

CM: Well it's up to him, he should’ve joined earlier but | don’t think that’s going to be the
main problem. The main problem is that Mr. Aoun unfortunately, and he’s on record on this,
has not proved to be open enough and say “let’'s have an open Presidential Contest”; he’s
saying “Mr. Lahoud should go only if | come in his stead.” We're trying to convince him that
he should run, his chances are not nil. Of course as a candidate I'm not there to enhance
the chances of Mr. Aoun and | think that...

SM: ,What about Samir Geagea?

CM: Well he says he’s not running, so we’ll see.

SM: There are other possible, Nassib Lahoud.

CM: Yeah, Nassib Lahoud, Nayla Mouawad, Samir Franjieh and others, they should run.
SM: And you'‘ve approached all of them?

CM: Well, they are part of this group that is petitioning, we're all petitioning, we are all
asking for a new president.

SM: Ok, so talk us through this strange process, we have this petition which's only just got
into it's final form, it's being handed around at the moment, you say it'll get a majority of the
128 MPs, at what stage is it published?

CM: Oh, tomorrow it will be in the press.

SM: But at what stage are the names published?

CM: 48 hours.

SM: So within 48 hours we'll have the names of those who signed up to it.

CM: A majority, they’re calling for parliament to meet to discuss the petition and elect a
new president. So we're into a political process of choosing a new president as soon as
the majority of the MPs have signed the petition.

SM: So within a week we have people putting forward their names.
CM: Hopefully.

SM: And then, within three weeks we have parliament voting on those candidates for a new
president.



CM: Exactly.
SM: In the meantime, what's president Lahoud and what‘s Syria doing?

CM: Well again, I've sent feelers to the Syrians to say “look, this is a losing battle, you
made a mistake on the 3rd of September [2004] by forcing the extension, please do not
make it worse on yourself and on us by opposing it”; but they can’t oppose it except by
violence. They have to blow up parliament, blow up the candidates, that’s the only choice.
They cannot stop it. Lahoud at this stage is totally irrelevant.

SM: It seems extraordinary that you‘re suggesting that, that the only thing Syria‘s going to
be able to do to stop this is blow individuals up. Do you fear for your life?

CM: Well not only my life, | think a lot of the candidates will be in that position if the Syrian
leadership decides to fight this. | really hope that they won’t fight it and | had a visit actually
from the Iranian Ambassador this week and | think | have persuaded him that this is the
right process and that not only Mr. Aoun who is hesitant about it but more importantly
Hizbollah should join in the political game.

SM: What has Hizbollah said about this?

CM: Well, they’re waiting, we’re talking to them to bring them into the process because we
want them also to take part in this very important process of choosing the country’s next
president.

SM: Do they trust you?

CM: Well | hope they trust me, | have been the greatest supporter of the Shi‘a’s as
a discreet insular and victimized community in Iraq for 20 years when nobody cared for
them.

SM: You're also though supporting the UN Security Council Resolution that calls for the
disarming of militias within Lebanon.

CM: That's right.

SM: So, they presumably see in you someone who would disarm Hizbollah.
CM: That's right.

SM: And what do they say about that?

CM: Well, | have something better to offer them than carrying on arms that cannot be
used against Israel at this stage because the fight against Israel through the blue line is
totally illegal under international law. | am offering Hizbollah two things that are far more
interesting for them than what Lahoud or any other contender can offer them. | am offering
them, first a higher ground for the fight against Israel because | do think that we have a lot
of problems with Israel, but that these problems must be solved in a non-violent way and
that we can win that fight against Israel, in that manner, far better than with weapons that
we can’t use. And the second thing that | want to offer Hizbollah is to remove the terrorist
label that they have internationally by going with them to the US government in particular
and say “look we are into a new stage and these people are our people and you cannot
consider them terrorists.

SM: But you're talking about a group that did very well in the most recent parliamentary
elections, they gained support that‘'s seen as winning against Israel because of its armed
campaign and you'‘re suggesting that actually 'well | got something better to offer you*.

CM: Yes because they were fighting to liberate the country, the country is liberated and
we’re grateful for them for all their sacrifices. | don’t see Hizbollah themselves saying
“we’re gonna liberate Palestine by force”.

SM: But who are the beneficiaries of the guns that were being brought in from Syria at the
end of January?



CM: | think that’'s problem, that's a problem and Hizbollah has two faces, there is a
revolutionary dimension of Hizbollah, and there is a national Lebanese dimension. What |
want to offer Hizbollah is for this Lebanese dimension prevail on the other one because it
is much more fruitful for them and for us.

SM: What did they say when you came up with this idea?

CM: Well, we’'ll see. | don’t know. They’re digesting it and hopefully they are increasingly
digesting it in its positive dimension.

SM: And Iran was the same?
CM: | hope so.
SM: And Syria?

CM: Well, Syria is a different story. For Syria as | told you, it's a problem of fighting a losing
battle.

SM: Do you think that there is a danger? You‘ve said that there is a danger of almost of the
country seems to suggest that it would slip into civil war two weeks ago. But is there not the
danger of exactly the same thing happening with the process that you are trying to force on
it in the next few weeks.

CM: Well it is a non-violent process, so if civil war is to be chosen it will not be our
choice.

SM: But it's surely destabilizing.

CM: Well, we're very unstable in Lebanon, people are at the end of their tethers,
economically nothing is moving, government is not meeting, so the country is unstable,
otherwise we wouldn’t have this extraordinary descent into the street by over 1 million
people saying “it doesn’t work like this...”

SM: ..What are the other routes, you are going down this route,,
CM: ...What are the other routes?
SM: Why not impeach him? You just need two-thirds of the parliament,

CM: ...Impeaching and having a new president is the same thing, what you want is a new
president.

SM: What | am suggesting is that you get rid of the old one before you try to elect a new one
and have a more structured arrangement of going through the process.

CM: No, it is a far better and safer structured arrangement because it is based on a far
more convincing argument which is that it was illegitimate all along and we won’t need the
votes of the majority of two-thirds [for the Amendment, which] is not available. We have a
majority of a half and this constitutionally is a far safer route than the other one.

SM: You're a lawyer, you‘re not a politician, where do you get your money from?

CM: Well, since | announced my candidacy there has been an extraordinary campaign
internationally and domestically and there is a community of Lebanese in the United
States led by formidable Lebanese financiers, professors, and two weeks ago there was a
fundraiser in Manhattan and in less than half and hour as it was reported in the press the
campaign received over a $100,000.

SM: But forgive me Mr. Mallat, you‘re going to try to convince Hizbollah that they should get
rid of the Syrian stooge as a president and replace him with somebody that could be seen
as an American stooge.

CM: Yeah but, | am the person who has brought a case against Ariel Sharon and a case
that won in Belgium two years ago until the Americans forced a retroactive legislation
on the Belgian government to stop that case. So you know I'm not particularly seen
domestically or internationally as a pro-American.



SM: You're being funded from the States.
CM: The Lebanese in the United States in an open process.
SM: What about the fundraising, it is still gonna be seen,,

CM: Well | don’t care, | mean look it is very simple all the accounts of my campaign,
whatever receipts, whatever expenditures are put forward publicly to Transparency
International. They can look at the books, | have nothing to hide.

SM: So what would you do as president?

CM: Oh | have a hopeful program, this is a formidable country we have and we want it
to thrive to become, | hope to see it you know like Iceland in ten years. The formidable
country that is one of the richest in the world, the most varied culturally, a model of non-
violence for the Middle East, a democratic human rights country, people voting in their
next president directly rather than through the MPs, women in power as soon as | get into
power and a far more expressive manner [of dealing in politics].

SM: And control of the army.

CM: Of course control of the army, the army [must shed] its political dimension, it should
be an assistant to political power.

SM: But you are, as | say you are a lawyer not a politician, if anybody else does announce
their candidacy they‘re likely to have a higher profile, possibly a military background, they‘re
going to be seen as more serious contenders than you. Do you realistically have a chance
of winning?

CM: Well, let them fight it out, of course. Nationally | represent a far more appealing
character than a general in the army. The MPs are going to vote, they are going to use
their conscience, | have to persuade them and | think that | offer the profile and the
campaign which no one has offered like me and that puts at a very high level of recognition
and respect, | think, | hope.

SM: Chibli Mallat, many thanks for coming on HARDtalk.
CM: Thank you, it's a pleasure.
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CHIBLI MALLAT

The prominent lawyer and independent prasidential candidate has some revolutionary ideas for change

Chibli Mallat, is a Lebanese lawyer who came to prominence as a human rights advocate.
He co-founded and coordinated organizations for democracy and judicial accountability
in mass crimes in Iraq, and conducted judicial action leading to indictment of Muammar
Qaddafi for the disappearance of Imam Musa Sadr in Libya. He won his case in Belgian
courts against Ariel Sharon in 2001, only to see it stopped by what he calls “retroactive
legislation.” Today he is EU Jean Monnet Professor of Law at Saint Joseph University in
Lebanon and a senior fellow at Yale law school in the US. He was an active member in
the Cedar Revolution, both in street participation and at the leadership level, and an active
supporter of voting rights for Lebanese abroad in 2005. He spearheaded the constitutional
opposition to the ‘exceptional’ appointment and extension of Lahoud mandate in 1998
and 2004. More recently Mallat has been in the news as what he calls “Lebanon’s first
democratic candidate to the presidency. He speaks to EXECUTIVE about his chances
and his “Platform for Democratic Reform.”

(Editor’s note: This interview took place before the deepening the Presidential crisis at the
end of February)

The presidency has come in for its fair share of knocks in the past year? When and why
did you decide you had to run?

The Lebanese system tells people there are top jobs you cannot even think of because you
belong to the wrong sect, making it a privilege to run for the presidency even for a Maronite.
In other words, citizens who happen to be Maronite think of the position, because it is open
to them exclusively by law, as a privilege not a right. When | went to the US as a student,
| was shocked that some kids would naturally say that they want to become president
of the USA when they grow up. Well, this is healthy, and the Lebanese mentality about
presidency as privilege is not. So | started wondering how you make running for top office
something natural in Lebanon, and something you should not be ashamed of. This year
was the occasion to break that unhealthy and undemocratic attitude. More immediately,
| decided to run because | had encouraged others to do so openly back in 1998, instead
of sitting there seeing our Constitution trampled on account of a US-Syrian ‘deal’ over the
present incumbent. Many still see themselves as presidential hopefuls, yet still hesitate to
declare it openly, and they let the people down in 1998, as they are doing now. In 2003
and 2004, | warned Messrs Lahoud and Assad, to no avail, in repeated opinion pieces and
on TV that it would be a disaster to force the extension of the Lahoud mandate and | could
see the country spiraling down to disaster. | tried to stop the process time and again by
advocating that the extension be reversed by going to the UN and by bringing it into focus
in Lebanon throughout our Revolution. Only by declaring my candidacy could | be heard
effectively as actor rather than as analyst. But | did so only after | had developed a clear,
non-violent plan to force the election of a new president. This was done internationally and
domestically, internationally in working on Resolution 1559 and internally, by breaking the
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constitutional deadlock, allowing the country to come together, through an open campaign,
and rallying for my plan and my campaign. The decision was made in mid-October, and
the candidacy announced in an op-ed in the Nahar on November 2. The bottom line is that
our people have accomplished a beautiful, non-violent revolution. They deserve better
than a set of worn out politicians at the helm.

What do you mean by calling yourself the first “democratic” candidate? How were you
able to force yourself into the running?

Since MPs vote and the people do not, | decided to bridge the gap and remind MPs that
they represent the people, especially in that most important task of electing the president
of the Nation. | decided to go directly to the people democratically, in a campaign that ‘lets
the public in’, to use the title of an article Michael Young wrote in the Daily Star in 1998
when | tried to encourage an open, competitive presidency. | do not think anyone else has
campaigned with the people. This is why it is fair, | think, when my supporters describe me
as the first democratic candidate. | am asking people to endorse me, help me, and criticize
me. Hopefully more candidates come to the fore in the coming days, and presidential
hopefuls finally come out of the closet. As to forcing myself into the running, it's true that
| have always preferred effectiveness without noise, and succeeded in organizing the
indictment of Saddam Hussein without my name being mentioned once in six years. In
the case of the Lebanese presidency, however, it was by nature impossible to advocate
a competitive, open campaign, without going to the people and creating a buzz through
them, the press, and the political leadership.

You are taking your campaign very seriously and you believe you have a chance of
winning. Can you give us a realistic scenario whereby you get the top job and when do
you think it might happen?

Things have moved fast since February 14 and the call for a new president as the sole way
forward for the country has been developing since the announcement of my candidacy in
November as the key to the country’s better future, and the international plan put together
in December to make it happen by reviving the dormant clause on presidential elections
in UN Sec. Council Resolution 1559. | also guided the so-called March 14 forces on the
domestic dimension, and proposed my constitutional plan at the Bristol meeting on Feb.
16, of which the petition was the second step to force the change without violence, the first
being a consensus on one item of business: a new president.

You have drafted what you have called a “Platform for Democratic Reform.” As
President, what would be the extent of your powers to push through your program for
change?

Even in a presidential system like the US, a platform cannot of course be carried out
automatically. Bureaucratic hurdles, habits and interests, political shifts and alliance stand
in the way. A program is not the be-all-or-the-end-all, but it's a start. In addition, Lebanon,
while a presidential system in my view, does not have a president who commands
exclusive executive power, as he shares it with the Prime Minister and the government,
and he lacks the legitimacy and force of direct elections. So in order to make a program
effective, and | am serious about the programme, you have to get it out for discussion
among the people. Starting with the rule of law as the guiding principle of governance, two
of the most striking embraces by so many people of the program appear already to be the
enthusiasm for universal suffrage, people want to vote their president in directly, and the
acknowledgment of women’s contributions in a stronger representation in government.
A third aspect of the program has for all intents and purposes been largely accepted: the
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right for Lebanese nationals to vote abroad and you can see it for instance integrated in
the Hizbullah-Aoun accord.

You have said that you would lead “a determined fight against corruption by bolstering
the rule of law.” Can you give us three measures that you feel could be immediately
implemented to improve transparency and reduce graft?

Here is one before getting into power: open campaign finances. My campaign funds are
open to scrutiny by Transparency International and the public, with the only proviso for
those who want to contribute and withhold their names. At the moment, the campaign has
received some $150,000 in nature and in kind, and disbursed about $70,000 over the past
four months. Having open accounts is a significant start in the fight against corruption.
Another example of the rule of law in action, which is also under way, takes place at
very high level, at the UN, where we have helped all the relatives of the [2005 bombing
campaign] victims organize for an international tribunal to look into their cases. We have
even looked up the names of the three Indian citizens who were killed. Preventing these
victims from benefiting from the international rule of law is simply unacceptable. A third
measure is to reform the bureaucracy by making it leaner and productive. The bureaucratic
behemoth obviously needs well thought planning and execution.

Ok, how can we restore a sense of civic duty in the civil service and recruit top caliber
people to run the country?

My argument is that it starts at the top, as the example must be set with the presidency in
the first place. Get the best president you can, get the best ministers you can, the rest will
follow. In government, it's of course a mixture of politics and merit, and one needs to be
realistic, for instance | do not think one will see the disappearance of family-based political
succession during my tenure. | simply have no recipe for this, and it will continue. In some
cases, the system produces outstanding personalities, like Walid Jumblatt or Saad Hariri.
Irrespective of the fact of their succession, one wants to get the best out of them, and a
privileged relation to them has already produced results which we could see on February
14 with the joint call for a new president. At lower rungs, opening up is easier, and must be
pursued exclusively on the basis of merit. Here the main hurdle is the sectarian system,
and my inclination is to be generally attentive to an overall balance between Christians and
Muslims, without assigning any particular job to any denomination. So in essence leave
jobs open and non-sectarian, while respecting the sensitivity of the Nation to a generally
equal balance between Muslims and Christians. Here ‘generally’ is the key word. | also
think we need to remain particularly attentive that there are Jews, professed atheists,
and relatively obscure denominations like Bahais or Zoroastrians who are also Lebanese
nationals. While numbers are small, in some cases infinitesimal, they cannot be left out if
Lebanese citizenship is key, rather than their sect, which is neither Christian nor Muslim. |
also encourage Lebanese abroad, with their immense talents, to consider Lebanon again
as their life’s horizon, or entice them to contribute in a globalised world their wealth of
knowledge.

You also say you would ensure “a good example is set by the president and government
members, acting equally with other citizens under the law.” How much damage has been
done to our core societal values by public servants who behave above the law by virtue
of their rank?

Vision and determination is all. One former head of the Public Service Inspection wrote in
a remarkable report on the state of public servants that their salaries are so low that either
they are forced into corruption or into misery. We need to out the scale of corruption in
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perspective, it's not the guy at the photocopier in his derelict room taxing the citizen with
a 500 LP bribe — and it is a bribe — who is the problem, it's the big guy. The other way is
how you deal with corruption. This is why the Hariri investigation is the priority. If there is
no justice for a crime of this magnitude, if assassins get away with murder, you can’t put
people in jail for stealing, which is another word for corruption. Lebanese history is actually
full of presidents, including the last one, who come out trumpeting rule of law and clean
hands the first few weeks, and we know what happened next. The first victims are the
political enemies, and you recall that Lahoud had almost put Mr. Siniora in prison, and he
did put Mr. [Elias] Saba in prison and moved the wheels against Bechara Namour, one of
the most entrepreneurial and creative businessman in the Republic. It was a disaster.

You have pledged to create “an impartial judiciary” and stop the culture of “phone calls
from politicians to judges”. As a lawyer you have probably witnessed this first hand. How
rampant is legal corruption and where does the blame lie?

| would say that 80% of the business in winning a case is contacts, assuaging the judge,
and only 20% is through the law. This is exhausting for the profession: you do superb
legal work and it doesn’t count more than 20%. Now let’s not kid ourselves; when a UK
judge sees the name of the wife of Tony Blair on a brief, of course more attention is paid
to that file. This is inevitable, part of any society. It doesn’t matter that much because we
know that a British Minister who makes a phone call to a judge does not last ten seconds
in his job if this call gets known. More importantly, he won’t do it because the judge will in
all likelihood slam the phone in his face and complain loudly. So how do we stop phone
calls to judges? Well you strengthen the judiciary overall with merit, better salaries, better
life conditions, you allow the best and most reputable to be in charge, you pay attention
not to abuse the prosecutorial dimension of public matters, and you reform procedure to
accelerate trials, dispose of dockets efficiently. There is no magic wand ultimately, but
reducing corruption requires determination, time, and a solid show by example and role-
modeling. We can get in a few years to an atmosphere where it becomes inconceivable
for a politician to call a judge.

You have said that you advocate, “A smaller government through a lean and effective
bureaucracy and an intelligent disengagement of the state.” Does this mean that you
will advocate freer reign to the private sector, offer tax breaks and stimulate trade and
industry and as president how much of a say would you have on this matter?

| have always believed in Etat-moins, state-minus, a concept coined by great economist
and sociologist Robert Fossaert that says: leave the State our of people’s lives as much
as possible. It's better for the State, less bureaucracy, fewer costs, less taxes, less wasted
time for civil servants, and better for the people, more freedom, more responsibility, more
fun. Fouad Chehab, the great statist president, is reported himself to have said, ‘I wish |
could denationalize’ ( lazzim, from talzim, which is a very Lebanese invention putting the
private sector in charge of managing, and for part even owning, so-called public services)
the Ministry of justice when he perceived it to be so malfunctioning. Now why is talzim,
our Lebanese prototype of privatization so important now? Well three factors: the debt of
course, which needs revenues to bring it down, and an intelligent privatization package,
over two years, can reduce it by a third to a half. Secondly, there are buyers out there
because of the oil revenues tripling, as we can see from the apparent solidity of Solidere
and other shares on the financial markets. Buyers with soaring oil revenues, and the
excess capital in the region, would benefit Lebanon if Lebanon had something worthwhile
to sell, so we need to adapt these companies quickly, and not allow this unique market
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occasion to pass, for the opportunity will be gone in a few years. The third element, which
is more complicated because of its social cost, is the need, also through talzim, to reduce
the costs for the State of unproductive salaries. Here, one should be attentive to anticipate
and cushion the inevitable layoffs that accompany denationalization: | have some ideas
to reduce the burden on generally faithful civil servants who deserve better than end up
on the street, perhaps through a stakeholding formula in the denationalized/ mulazzam
sectors. But this needs to be refined with the social partners. With this State minus reform,
it makes us much more capable of joining WTO and other regional and international trade
organizations.

You also would like to see the adoption of the ‘‘four criteria of the euro-model: price
stability, budgetary position with a checked deficit, stability of the currency, and long-
term production-enhancing interest levels.” Would you see such a structure tied to a
donor conference?

Last year, Cyprus joined the EU. Before that, Cyprus did not really exist for Lebanon,
except that of an occasional safe haven en route to elsewhere when the war was raging
in the country and the airport closed. Now Cyprus joining suddenly created for us a third
neighbor, next to our other two contiguous neighbors, Syria and Palestine. This neighbor is
the EU. Through Cyprus, Lebanon is the next EU frontier. The opportunities are immense
but our readiness is zero. We need a presidency that knows something about the EU: |
lived the birth of the so-called proximity policy in December 2002 in Brussels, with Romano
Prodi, actually contributing to the spelling out of this unique text in constitutional history
that establishes the proximity policy of the EU. | feel privileged to be knowledgeable to
the point of contributing to this. So unless you are familiar with that new continental giant
at your doorsteps, you miss a world of opportunities, including a chance to start solving
the Palestinian problem in Lebanon, partly on the basis of a freedom of movement policy
for Lebanese-based workforce, and | mean here the Palestinians of Lebanon. This may
solve 80 per cent of the Palestinian refugee problem of Lebanon. | mean does one realize
what it means for the EU to have as the entry-point to a stable Mediterranean a country
like Lebanon, with its so very European talents, its Christian-Muslim parity, and very
deep Arab characteristics? With Ambassador Renauld, whom | have learnt to appreciate
as a committed and pro-active EU ambassador, there is much of a common economic
and rule of law vision. With Paul Wolfowitz at the helm in the World Bank, do you know
what chances there are for Lebanon as a central showcase as East and West meeting in
a civilized, | almost say loving way in Beirut ? This is all new, it happened over the past
few years, and requires an economic vision that | do not see available in other presidential
contenders’ horizons, even as a thought, let alone as part of an economic programme. The
four criteria for the Euro are very much part of it.

| am not interested necessarily in merging the Lebanese pound with the Euro the way
the Deutschemark was merged into the Euro, but | know that Lebanon was well ahead
of Greece, Spain or Portugal thirty years ago. Why are we so far behind them now? One
answer is that they have adjusted to Europe economically, bit the bullet at not too high
a cost, and get those four criteria right, or almost right. Let's do the same, and why not,
engage the EU and the World Bank on the balanced monetary policy which is sound for
us, ‘a counter-IMF model’ if you will. And this is just on the side of an immense economic
Renaissance. You need to explain it to your people, so that they support it and adjust
— some of it is painful, especially since it will send real estate in Beirut skyrocketing, so
affecting the more traditional households with their precarious long-term leases and an
inadequate income.
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Additionally you have said that you want Lebanon to “become the 21° century center of
the Middle East by focusing on high-technology, added-value to oil economies, advanced
services, especially banking and education.” Given that Dubai is the obvious leader at
the moment, what specific niche do you see Lebanon carving for itself?

What are the strengths of Lebanon: its people as educated workforce, its multilingualism
as a positive side of globalization, its Lebanese abroad? That's one. Then we have
an extraordinary sector of services, which even before services dominated the global
economy, represented over 60% of our GNP. At the heart of it is our banking system,
which has thrived, mainly thanks to our political stability, and the acceptance of banking
secrecy internationally. It is still thriving. The post 9/11 effect, with the twofold increase of
the private bank deposits from 30 to 60, maybe $65 billion. This is why we did not sink a la
Argentina considering our trade deficit, and our debt. Those $65 billion that sit in our bank
coffers do not appear on an Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) sheet, still they exist, and play
a central role in our economy, because they operate part as collateral for our currency,
part as multipliers for the banks’ strength where they sit ‘uninvested.” How do we ensure
that they are well honed, increased and leveraged economically, without the government
poking its nose in the banks’ policy? Well you need to sit with bankers, and discuss it. But
we must realize that they represent a mainstay of our economic well-being.

But then again, there is no economy without the rule of law. | am known for international
human rights cases, but my bread and butter at the office is commercial, corporate law.
The main problem for corporate Lebanon is the arbitrary bureaucracy, manifested mostly
in the unclear tax system, the black hole of the Social Security, and a lack of impartial
and quick judges. If you don’t get those right, forget it, investors will stay home or go to
Dubai.

How long will it take to realistically achieve your vision for a new Lebanon?

A new Lebanon has already started, and as | say, my campaign has already modestly
contributed to it by going to the people, by being transparent in funding and by offering and
discussing a comprehensive programme. Now for the program to be fulfilled, | am certain
that by 2012, if we start in March 2006, there is so much more that the presidency can do.
Let’'s get to work. If there is time, | propose to take this program before the campaign is
over to the leaders of the World Bank and the EU. | want to move from the deadlocked,
Third world, frozen economy we have today to an Ireland-style growth in the next six
years. But one needs a president who has the vision, and the understanding of what
makes the economy tick, what makes people invest, and what makes the youth change
their horizon from long humiliating lines at Western Embassies to being at the centre of
the Lebanese economic miracle.

What do you say to people who say you are nothing but a dreamer?

They are absolutely right. | am a Hariri-, Gandhi-, Martin Luther King-type of dreamer. And
| have a rock-hard dream.
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Une nouvelle chance
mais pas le premier prix

Une impression de déja-vu,
que tous ces joyeux lurons
assis autour d’une table ron-
de. Va-t-on continuer de re-
prendre les mémes pour re-
commencer ?

Notre révolution du Cedre
nous aura finalement laissés
sur notre faim. Aussi, com-
ment la conclure en beauté
sinon par I’élection d’un pré-
sident qui, au moins, nous
donnera I’'impression que,
mis & part la fin de I’occupa-
tion syrienne, le paysage po-
litique au Liban s’est, lui
aussi, €clairci ? La photo de

classe des prétendants au -

tréne est étrangement terne.
Normal, ils ne sont pas nés
de la dernieére pluie et, en
matiére de fraicheur, ils ne
remportent pas la palme. Un
vent nouveau qui emporte-
rait toutes les vieilles herbes
sur son passage? Scénario
irréaliste, pour une transition
que I’on a voulue en dou-
ceur, basée sur la réconcilia-
tion nationale et le retour de
presque tous les fils pro-
digues au sein d’une famille
libanaise que ’on veut ré-
unie, préte pour un nouveau
départ.

Bon, accordons une nouvelle
chance a tous. Tous, c’est-a-
dire le peuple libanais, ainsi
que ses leaders politiques,

qui reprennent du poil de la
béte et remettent le couvert.
Une nouvelle chance oh que
oui, mais pas le premier
prix ! Pour cela, ce nouveau
président ne doit pas avoir
été 'un des acteurs de la
guerre qui a ravagé notre
pays pendant - quinze ans,
quel qu’ait pu étre son rble,
vertueux aux yeux des uns,
ou pas. Il ne doit pas non
plus avoir été élu député, ou
avoir occupé un poste de mi-
nistre, durant les quinze an-
nées de 1'¢re de 1’occupa-
tion. En d’autres termes, il
doit étre vierge de tout flirt
avec le pouvoir des armes ou
le régne de I’occupant. Lui
au moins doit témoigner
d’un véritable renouveau. Il
doit étre au méme diapason
que cette société civile qui a
manifesté dans les rues sous
la banniére libanaise avant
que les différents leaders ne
se disputent son allégeance.
Alors, pourquoi pas Chebli
Mallat ?

Adepte d’une «arabité
blanche », promesse d’un
monde arabe démocrate et
intelligent, & commencer par
un Liban chantre de la dé-
mocratie et des droits de
I’homme, il avance du nou-
veau.

Lina ZAKHOUR
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22. Miirz 2006 - 12:15 MEZ
Von Astrid Frefel
Der 46-jihrige Anwalt will libanesischer Prdsident werden.

Kopf des Tages: Chibli Mallat
Revolutionar mit Ambitionen auf ein hochstes Amt

ChibliMallathatsich einhohes Ziel gesteckt. Der Anwalt, Dozentund Menschenrechtsaktivist
will Prasident des Libanon werden. Ob er es schaffen wird, ist fraglich. Unbestritten ist,
dass seine Kampagne, die er im vergangenen November lancierte, Wirkung gezeigt hat.
Die Frage der Prasidentschaft ist in den letzten Wochen wieder zum zentralen Thema
geworden und steht nun auch auf der Agenda des Nationalen Dialogs, der am Donnerstag
beginnt.

‘Nur mit einem neuen Prasidenten kann die Blockade Uberwunden werden. Er ist das
wichtigste noch verbliebene Instrument der syrischen Herrschaft®, sagt er. Auf syrischen
Druck hin ist das Mandat des Prasidenten Emile Lahoud im Herbst 2004 um drei Jahre
verlangert worden. UnrechtmaBig, wie die jetzige anti-syrische Parlamentsmehrheit findet.

Der 46-jahrige Mallat ist maronitischer Christ - den Christen ist dieses Amt im Zedernstaat
vorbehalten -, aber er ist auch ein profunder Kenner des Islams, insbesondere der Schia
und deshalb auch haufiger Gast bei al-Manar, dem Fernsehsender der Hisbollah. Seine
Dissertation hat er in London Uber den schiitischen Gelehrten Mohammed Bakr Sadr
verfasst, den Saddam Hussein 1980 hatte ermorden lassen.

Mallat, der neben seiner Tatigkeit in der Anwaltskanzlei auch Professor an der Universitat
St. Joseph in Beirut ist, hat sich immer fir Menschenrechte und Demokratie eingesetzt. In
den 90er-Jahren lancierte er mit der irakischen Opposition zusammen eine Kampagne, um
Ex-Diktator Saddam Hussein wegen Kriegsverbrechen anzuklagen.

Gerichtsverfahren gegen Sharon

Im Namen der Hinterbliebenen strengte er vor einigen Jahren in Belgien auch ein
Gerichtsverfahren gegen den nun im Koma liegenden israelischen Premier Ariel Sharon
an, um ihn fir Massaker an Palastinensern in den libanesischen Fliichtlingslagern Sabra
und Shatilla 1982 zur Verantwortung zu ziehen. Fir die Hintermanner des Mordes am
libanesischen Ex-Regierungschef Rafik Hariri verlangt er ein international verankertes
Gericht.

Politisch ist der umtriebige, fliinfsprachige Jurist im eigenen Land erst im vergangenen
Frahjahr in Erscheinung getreten. Er gehdrte nach dem Hariri-Mord zu den Aktivisten der
Zedernrevolution, die zum Abzug der syrischen Truppen fihrte. Die Revolution ist seiner
Meinung nach unvollendet geblieben, weil Emile Lahoud noch immer im Prasidentenpalast
residiert. Deshalb hat er seine Kampagne gestartet - und auch um zu zeigen, dass auch ein
ganz normaler Birger sich um das héchste Amt bewerben kann.

Mallat hat sich eine Frist gesetzt: Bis zum 14. Méarz, dem Jahrestag der groBen anti-
syrischen Demonstration, die die Zedernrevolution ausldste, misse die Prasidentenfrage
geldst sein. (DER STANDARD, Printausgabe, 03.03.2006)

© 2006 derStandard.at - Alle Rechte vorbehalten
Nutzung ausschlieBlich fiir den privaten Eigenbedarf. Eine Weiterverwendung und Reproduktion lber den personlichen Gebrauch
hinaus ist nicht gestattet
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From Dreamer to Contender
Even though a national election isn’t scheduled, human-rights activist
Chibli Mallat is running for president. And his chances of winning are

looking better all the time.

By Stephen Glain
Newsweek
Updated: 6:18 p.m. ET March 24, 2006

March 24, 2006 - Chibli Mallat, a Lebanese human-rights lawyer and activist, is
campaigning as an independent for his country’s presidency. That makes him unique,
for two reasons: First, in Lebanon’s highly factionalized politics, no one gets anywhere
without belonging to an ethnic or religious clan. Second, there are no scheduled elections
to contest. Last year’s Cedar Revolution, ignited by the killing of the Sunni political leader
Rafik Hariri, may have put an end to Syria’s decades-long occupation of Lebanon, but
Syrian proxy Emile Lahoud remains as the country’s president. Pro-democracy groups
engaged in a so-called National Dialogue have as yet failed to hatch a plan to remove
Lahoud without provoking a violent backlash from Damascus.

Nonetheless, political groups are jockeying for power, inspired in part by what they say is
stiff pressure on Syria from Arab governments—in particular Saudi Arabia, which enjoyed
close ties with Hariri—in favor of a peaceful transition of power in Lebanon. The 46-year-
old Mallat's own poll numbers meanwhile, indicate he has reached spoiler status. This
month, Lebanon’s Maronite patriarch, the leader of the country’s largest Christian sect,
gave the candidate what was interpreted by some as a passive endorsement, and the
Saudi and Iranian ambassadors have requested interviews with Mallat. He spoke with
NEWSWEEK’s Stephen Glain this week. Excerpts:

NEWSWEEK: What are the odds that Syria will remove Lahoud anytime soon?

Chibli Mallat: Considering that everyone in the National Dialogue accepts there is a crisis
in the presidency that needs to be addressed and the only way to address it is with a new
president, the likelihood is much higher today than it was two months ago. You could have
a new president in a week or a month.

What makes you think Lahoud s presidency may be in jeopardy?

The Syrians will hang on to him as much as they can, but eventually they will cut their
losses because Arab leaders are pressuring them to do so. It's because of Saad Hariri
[Rafik’s son and a political leader]. He is saying “I want him out,” and the Saudis will not go
against him on this, though the pressure is clandestine. The atmosphere has changed to
the point where the Saudis are saying, “Let’'s agree on [a Lahoud successor]” rather than
“let’s not stir up change in Lebanon.”

Assuming Lahoud goes and an election is scheduled, how do you rate your chances?

The [candidate] that is least objectionable to everyone involved is probably me, because
while | belong to this Cedar Revolution atmosphere, | am not directly associated with or
against any one camp. The patriarch came out with specifications for a best-candidate’s



profile—someone young, educated, middle of the road—which was read widely to be
a reference to me. Since | announced my campaign, I've propelled my image from
innocuous dreamer to one of the contenders on the public radar. We had a poll done this
week between me and [Gen. Michel] Aoun and the result was 59 percent for Aoun and 40
percent for Mallat, which is significant [considering] when | started out.

What is it about you that appeals to voters?

There is a sense of relative youth, a sense of novelty that is not available with other
candidates, who are all either steeped in blood like Aoun or were in arrangements with
the Syrians to be deputies of one thing or another. Most important, the political movement
in Lebanon is a movement of the professional class, the middle class, and that is my
profile. It is a revolt of the bankers and lawyers. To see them in the street is very unusual
in Lebanon.

The leaders of the National Dialogue seem to be maneuvering to simply name a successor
rather than hold an election. Wasn t the Cedar Revolution all about the popular yearning
Jor a pluralist democracy?

Of course. But people in this country are so tired of violence in politics they don’t see the
importance of democratic competition. In democracy, there is the notion that the losers of
today will be the winners of tomorrow. That alternation game is the essence of democracy,
but there is a sense that Lebanon is so fragile and people are obsessed with consensus.
The only practical alternative in my view is to allow the constitutional process to play itself
out in the form of an election. That way, hopefully, the best person will emerge.

President George W. Bush continues to make the spread of democracy the cornerstone of
his foreign policy. Does that sustain you?

| support his policy wholeheartedly. We activists in the human-rights community have been
calling for democracy for years, and now that the Americans are embracing it, we won’t
turn back. My only request is that the policy be imposed without exemption. It is easy to
attack Syria on the basis that it is not democratic, but it is important that the [United States]
apply the same standards to Egypt, to push for peaceful change at the top there. That
also includes Tunisia, which is an extraordinary dictatorship, and of course Israel, which
is ruining the lives of millions of people under its occupation. The Bush administration
must do something positive on this to show his call for freedom and democracy is not
opportunistic.

Is the United States doing enough to pressure Syria to allow Lebanon full
independence?

Short of sending 100,000 Marines to Damascus, my sense is the U.S. policy on Damascus
is the correct one. | don’t think sanctions would be useful in any way, and in fact they've
proved counterproductive elsewhere. The Syrians are not behaving well on a number of
fronts, including in Lebanon, and that will continue. But most worryingly, what we’re seeing
in Syria is that the country is going down the path of domestic violence. Every few days
we hear of skirmishes and numbers of people killed. This touches a broad spectrum of the
population, which is increasingly unhappy. It really has nothing to do with Lebanon, and it
is bound to get worse.
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coordinator@mallat.com
Tel & Fax: +961-1- 424812 / 615918

www.mallatforpresident.com
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