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Palest

an policemen take on a protester during Baradei's funeral in Hebron on Wednesday.

26 wounded as police
loyal to Abbas clash
with funeral procession

ISRAELI AIR STRIKE KILLS 2 HAMAS MILITANTS

Nasser Shiyoukhi
Associated Press.

HEBRON, OccupiedWest Bank:
Palestinian police loyal to Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas fired au-
tomatic weapons and beat
‘marchers with clubs during a fu-
neral procession Wednesday for
a man killed during a protest
against this week’s US- hostcd
Mideast peace conf

and mortar fire from Gaza.
In Hebron, about 5,000 peo-
le participated inWednesday’s
? neral for Hisham Baradei, 36,
shot and killed by Palestinian
police Tuesday.

e procession turned vio-
lent when marchers refused to
keep to a route agreed in ad-
vance with police, who then
opened fire over their heads.

The chaos threatened to un-
dermineAbbas’ standing in the
OccupiedWest Bank, just as the
international community
stepped up its support for him
in new peace talks with Isracl
and his struggle with Hamas.

Ledby the Islamic Hamas, Pa-
lestinian hard-liners have been
demonstrating all week, reject-
ing concessions to Israel and de-
claringAbbas does not speak for
them —outlining the severe chal-
lenge Abbas faces at home.

Medics saidat least 26 people
were wounded, one critically, in
Wednesday’s West Bank vi
lence, the second day of protests
against the conference in An-
napolis, Maryland, where Abbas
and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert formally agreed to re-
launch peace talks.

Olmert is also facing an in-
ternal challenge West Bank set-
tlers and their hard-line back-
ers reject compromise with the
Palestinians and threaten to
bring Olmert’s coalition down.

In Gaza, Palestinian officials
said an Israeli air strike on a
Hamas base killed two militants.
The Israeli military said the
strike was a response to rocket

rocksat police,
who clubbed demonstrators.
bbas’  government an-
nouncedab

said Hamas provoked the vio-
Tence, but that did not justify the
use of lethal means by police.
“Aslongas security forces are
not facing real danger, it should
have been dispersed with the
minimum amount of force,” he
said, adding that a committee of
inquiry has been set up.
Diabal-Ali, head ohhe Pales-
tinian forces involved in the cla-
shes, said he did not have a pol-
icy of using extreme force, but
his men were provoked by pro-
king to make political

ahead of the Annapolis summit
to keep Hamas under control.
Abbas leads an emergency
government based in the West
ank, formed after Hamas
seized control of Gaza in June.
The Liberation Party, a tiny,
unarmed Tslamic group, orga-
nized Tuesday’s protests. But
Hamas activists joined the fu-
neral procession onWednesday
in He{;mn, waving their green
Tslamic flags and stoning police.
Tn Gaza, Ham

Lap!tal out of confrontation.

are not butchers,” he

told The Associated Press.
“Somebody got a rock thrown
athishead,and soa bullet flew”
racli ~ Foreign  Ministry
spokesman Mark Regev said the
imposition of law and order was
a central part of any peace ef-
forts. “They have started moving
in the right direction,” he said.
US and European security
experts are training Abbas
Pales-

FIRST PERSON I |

n the evening of President

GeorgeW. Bush’s election for

a second term on November

2,2004, T was the host of cel-
ebrated Arab TV journalist Marcel
Ghanem. More important was the pres-
ence of a State department spokesman,
who expressed the Bush administra-
tion’s full support to a Palestinian state.
Because two UN Security Council Res-
olutions (UNSCR) had by then unani-
mously endorsed “the Quartet Perfor-
mance-based Roadmap to a Permanent
‘Two-State Solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian Conflict,” I was not totally sur-
prised, and T tried to have him commit
to a timeframe, asking whether the
Palestinian State could not be declared
within a year.The entreaty was to no
avail. Here we are, three years later, at
the exact same place.

‘Why has the implementation of the
US “Palestinian state” policy not tak-
en place despite the genuine commit-
ment of Bush ? Here is my explana-
tion. Part of it is classic. The only win-
dow of opportunity takes place atthe
end of the second term of a US presi-
dent. He is then less encumbered by
domestic electoral concerns. This is
not always necessary, nor alwa{a true,
but its pattern is confirmed in
Clinton and second Bush presidencies.

‘The second part of the explanation
is to be found in Israel, and is more cir-
cumstantial. Until a stroke removed
Premier Ariel Sharon from power at
the beginning of 2006, his strong per-
sonality prevented American diploma-
¢y from moving on the Palestinian
state, which he opposed. His policy was

characterised by a contmdicmry pro-
posal: one was negative, “we have no
partner,” and one Eosmve “let’s pull
out of Gaza, Jewish settlements includ-
ed.” The idea of the absence of a part-
ner s ingrained in the old Zionist belief
ina “land without people for a people
without land,” and is evidently false.
The policy turned out to be counter-
productive for Israel and the peace
process generally. Palestine is no Antar-
ctica, and Palestinians no penguins.

As a result of the Sharon policy, no-
body dared move inWashington, and
the comprehensive international plan
of the Quartet was shelved, together
with UNSCR 1397 (March 12, 2002)
and 1515 (November 19, 2003). Para-
doxically, the travails of Nir Sharon's
successor in the Lebanon war, and the
collapse of Gaza, have allowed Ameri-
can diplomacy to jumpstart the
process. The Quartet is back in place,
together with a determined support
from the US Administration on the
“roadmap to the Palestinian State.”

In the wider Arab-Israel conflict,
the Syria-Israel front, and the
Lebanese quandary are, by compari-
son, easier to solve than Palestine, be-
cause the fight over land between the
Palestinian and the Israeli (Jewish)
communities for over a hundred years
has led to a highly imbricated popula-
tion, the more tragically interwoven
because of the complex Jewish settle-
ment of the land since 1896.

So what can we expect from An-
napolis on that elusive question of Is-
rael-Palestine? From the US perspec:
tive, the most alluring indicator of suc-

cess is the declaration of a Palestinian
state as the result of the meeting.

Transforming the breakthrough for Israelis and Palestinians in Annapolis

racli Supreme Court has been unable
to offer effective judicial remedy to

Bush’s today says:
We meet to lay the loundauon for the
establishment of a new nation - a de-
mocratic Palestinian state that will live
side by side with Israel in peace and se-
curity.” This is insufficient. What we
needisa change of verbal tense that re-
places projection with achievement. In-
stead of “meeting to lay a foundation
for the establishment” in some always
undefined future, closure is required.
The final statement must unequivocally
confirm that a universally recognised
Palestinian state was born in Annapolis.
th Gaza outside the effective
control of the Palestinian Authority led
by Mahmoud Abbas, and the Wall and
settlements, the State of Palestine is se-
verely truncated as a reality. Still, a
Palestinian State gives Palem ians, at
last, a world- ledged citizenship.

in the Occupied Territo-
ries, resulting in extremists having the
upper hand. They argue that Israeli law
and courts are useless to Palestinians,
and that Tsralis only respond to vio-
lence. It is therefore necessary to prove
them wrong, Rather than leaving these
disputes to the street, a mixed commit-
tee or court, including international
judges, should be established to adju-
dicate the myriads of claims that re-
‘main to date, and will inevitably con-
tinue. Its decisions must be binding.

One can’t expect more on that front
for the moment: Palestinian prisoners
and refugees, settlements on the West
Bank, the Wall, Hamas’ Gaza, water,
and Jerusalem require a much longer
timeframe.We need success in Annapo-
h;, and on the Abbas-Olmert front, the
ity should offer

Access to statehood and citizenship
are significant as the focus of individ-
ual rights which get in due course ex-
tended and consolidated. One test case
is freedom of movement. At the mo-
ment, freedom of movement is almost
nil. Palestinians are hemmed in by the

as a tangible contribution this threefold
start: a Palestinian state declared inter-
nationally that is responsible for the
monopoly of violence in the territory it
controls, the international recognition
of Palestinian citizenship for that state
to developin mcamnglul ways for all
and ar

Wall, and by the If, as con-
comitant to peace, violence is offec-
tively shunned as the new Palestinian
state exercises its monopoly over it,
the Wall may be made redundant, and
the impact of the settlements reduced.
‘This also will not be sufficient. To-
gether with a Palestinian state and a
rights-endowed citizenship, nonviolent
remedies must be made available.
Over forty years of occupation, the Is-

reg|ms of remedles that offers effective
redress away from violence exercised
on either side.

is Professor of law in Utah
and Lebanon, and candidate to the
Lebanese Presidency. His books include The
Middle East into the 21t Century (London,
1996) and Introduction to Middle Eastern
Law (Oxford, 2007)

Sudan charges Briton in flap over teddy bear

KHARTOUM: Sudan on Wed-
nesday charged a British school
teacher with insulting Islam
and inciting religious hatred by
allowing youne. children  to
name a teddy bear Moham-
mad, a charge likely to see the
mother of two flogged and
jailed if convicted.

Britain swiftly announced
that it was summoning the Su-
danese ambassador in London
for talks at the Foreign Office.

“The investigation has been
completed and the Briton Gil-
lian [Gibbons] was charged un-
der Article 125 of the penal
code,” Deputy Justice Minister

Abdel-Daim Zamrawi told Su-
dan’s SUNA news agency

“The punishment for this
isjail,  fine and lashes. It is up
to the judge to determine the
sentence,” Zamrawi was quot-
ed as saying.

Gibbons has been in custody
for three days after being ar-
rested in Khartoum because
parents complained that in let-
ting pupils at an expensive Eng-
lish school to name the bear
Mohammad she was insulting
the Prophet.

The sentence for breaching
Article 125 of the penal code —
publicly insulting or degrading

any religion, itsrites, beliefsand
sacred items or humiliating its
believers — is up to six months
in jail, 40 lashes and a fine.

Tn London, a Foreign Office
spokesman said that Gibbons
had been charged with “insult-
ing religion and inciting reli-
gious hatred.”

British _Premier ~ Gordon
Brown’s office said Foreign Sec-
retary David Miliband wanted
to see the Sudanese ambas-
sador “as a matter of urgency.”

“We are surprised and dis-
appointed by this develop-
ment,” a spokesman said.

The purpose of the meeting

as “so we can get a clear ex-
planation for the rationale be-
hind the charges and a sense of
what the next steps might be,”
he said. “We will consider our
response in the light of that.”

e private-school teacher,

visit despite a reported com-
plaint from her ex-husband in
a British tabloid that the fami-
Iy had not been allowed to go
to Sudan.

Sudan’s Education Ministry
will also conduct an inquiry in-

Tim-
mal investigation department in
Khartoum and has been provid-
ed with aninterpreter when nec-
essary, told British consular offi-
cials Wwho visited herWednesday
for a second time that she was
being treated well.

Zamrawi said Gibbons was
being held in good conditions,
adding that relatives could

to the Christ Unity High
School, where Gibbons taught
since leaving England in July, to
determine whetherit wasguilty
of a cover-up, Zamrawi said.

Gibbons, in her 50s, allowed
boys and girls as young as 6 to
name the bear Mohammad sev-
eral months ago. Gibbons has
said she never meant to cause
offense. -

Convoy of Iraqi refugees
arrives back in Baghdad

BAGHDAD: A convoy of buses
transporting 385 families from
Syria was due in Baghdad on
Wednesday, marking the start
of a government effort to assist
Traqi refugees return home, a
government official said.
“Similar trips are planned in
the next few days,” govern-
ment spokesman Ali al-Dab-
bagh told a news conference,
adding that a total of around
800 people were on board the

Fawzi Barhoum umdemned the
police action as part of a “con-
spiracy in Annapolis.” Hamas it-
self has shown little tolerance
for dissent in Gaza, killing eight
unarmed protesters at a No-
vember 12 rally organized by
Abbas’ Fatah Movement. The
protest ban and heavy-handed
police tactics could undermine
Abbasas he triestorally support
for peacemaking with Israel.
Human-rights groups have ac-
cused him of suppressing legiti-
mate dissent.

Palestinian Cabinet Minister
Ashraf Ajrami, an Abbas ally,

tinian areas and lay the ground-
work for a Palestinian state.

Colin Smith, head of the EU
mission training Palestinian
police, said the Hebron action
was regrettable.

“I think the way that the
demonstrations were dealt with
‘was notina manner that [would
generally find acceptable,” he
told the AP. “They were just not
equipped,  resourced  and
trained to deal with it,” he said.

“We need to move toa more
acceptable, disciplined type of
response, but like many things,
that takes time.”

Iran launches second homegrown submarine

TEHRAN: The Iranian Navy
announced on Wednesday that
it had launched a new home-
produced submarine, the first
1n a class named “Ghadir” and
Tehran’s latest claim of military
progress at a time of mounting
tensmm with the West.
isadvanced submarine is
equipped with the latest mil
ry and ical equij

In March 2006, the Tranian
Navy deployed a submarine
named “Narhang” (Whale) but
the pictures broadcast by state
media at the time showed it was
a minisub.

According to_foreign mili-
tary experts, Iran’s inventory of
submarines patrolling Gulf wa-
ters already includes up_ to

Kilo-class

ment,” state media quoted the
commander of the navy, Rear
Admiral Habibollah Sayari, as
having said.

“It was built after 10 years of
design work,” he added, and
“its capabilities are equal to
those of foreign types.”

State television pictures
showed a submarine submerg-

diesel suhmarmes.

Iran has been extolling its
military prowess amid increas-
ing tensions over its nuclear
program, which the United
States charges is aimed at mak-
ing a nuclear weapon. Tehran
denies the allegation, insisting
that its goal isa peaceful one to
pmduce electricity. The United

ing and then t was

Nations’ tomic

not clear if the pictures were of
the Ghadir or of another sub-
marine Iran has produced.

Energy Agency says it has thus
far found no evidence to sup-
port the American aceusation.

Tran said on Tuesday that it
had built a new “Ashura” mis-
sile with a range of 2,000 kilo-
metres, sufficient to put Isracl
and US basesin the Middle East
within easy reach.

The United States has never
ruled out a military attack
against Iran to punish its defi-
ance in the nuclear crisis, even
though Washington says it fa-
vors resolving the  standoff
through diplomacy.

The Islamic Republic has
said it will never initiate any at-
tack but has also warned that it
will strike back with crushing
force if the United States
launches an assault.

But Sayan has said Tehran
has no plans to block the Strait
of Hormuz amid fears it could
use the strategic oil passage as
aweapon if it were to come un-
der military attack. - AFP
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“We are preparing to wel-
come all Iragi people who mi-
grated from Iraq,” said Dabbagh.
“The Traqi government would
like all lraqu to come home.”

Transport Ministry officials
said the conyoy of 20 buses left
Damascus late afternoon on
Tuesday and was joined by an
Iraqi military escort from the
Traqi border.

Each family would be given
one million dinars ($800) to as-
sist in their resettlement, said
Dabbagh, who declined to
specify where and when the
buses would arrive in Baghdad
for “security reasons.”

“Iraq needs all those who
left the country to return, par-
ticularly the intellectuals and
the elite,” he added.

Asked about warnings by
the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees and
other refugee agencies that it
was too early for families to
start returning because the se-
curity situation in Iraqis not yet
stable, Dabbagh insisted all
those coming home were doing
s0 voluntarily.

“People are free to return
and they have contacted their
relatives,” he said. “The Iraqi
government will do its best to
protect these families.”

He said that some 60,000
Iraqs had returned to the coun-
try in the past few months and
more were on the way.

Asked what would happemf
Ecoplc arrived to find their

omes were occupied, he said
the law would be enforced, but
declined to say whether physi-
cal force would be used to evict
the occupiers.

‘The head of the Baghdad se-
curity plan, Brigadier General
Qassim Ata, told the news con-
ference that violence across Iraq
was down by 75 to 80 percent
compared to a few months ago.

“We are clearingall areas of
insurgents and militia,” he said.

The Defense Ministry con-
firmed Wednesday’s convoy
was being given a milita
cort, as would all future ones.

“The Defense Ministry or-
dered Tuesday the first and the
seventh division of the Iragi
army to send a special force to
protect the convoys of returning
refugees,” it said in a statement.

oncern for the returning
refugees was based on the fact
that their journey would take
them along insecure roads, and
through desert terrain in Anbar
province, once the stronghold
of insurgents.

[ 'iraq needs alt
those who left the
country to return,
especially the elite’

“The soldiers will ensure
their safety till they arrive in
Baghdad. This measure was
taken on the initiative of the
prime minister,” it added.

According to international
organizations, more than 1.4
million Iragis have fled to Syr-
ia since the US-led invasion in
March 2003. Around 750,000
have settled in Jordan, while
another two million have been
displaced within Iraq.

Inarelated development, US
Congresswoman Betty McCol-
lum met on Wednesday with
Syrian President Bashar al-As-
sad to discuss the refugee situa-
tion in the country, the official
SANA news agency reported.

The Minnesota Democrat

praised the “support for and in-
lerest in the re}l igees accorded
by Syria,” the agency said.

For his part, Assad repeated
hisassertion that the “resolution
of the Iragi refugee problem lies
in achieving security and stabil-
ity in the region.” —AFP

UAE judge throws rape victim's mother out of courtroom

Barbara Surk
Associated Press

DUBAT: A judge removed the
mother of a Swiss-French
teenager from a Dubai court-
roomafteran outburst from her
following the closing argu-
ments by the defense Wednes-
day in the trial of two Emirati
men accused of kidnappingand
sexually attacking her son.

The development was the
latest dramain a highly charged
case that has raised questions
over treatment of sex-crime
victims in this rapidly growing
but deeply conservative Gulf
city-state, with a legal system
thatis amix of Islamic laws and
tribal rules.

The lawyer for the two de-
fendants, Rukoz Hobaika, told
the court Wednesday that nei-
ther of his clients, aged 35 and
18, had sexual intercourse with
the 15-year-old boy.

The boy’s mother,Veronique
Robert, who has been follo-
wing the trial sessions, said
the lawyer claimed her son

had behaved provocatively
with the defendants.

Robert said the lawyer “ver-
bally attacked” her son in his
closing statement, provoking
her outburst.

“Igot up and said ‘Shame on
you. Stop talking like that,”
Robert told The Associated
Press by telephone.

Judge Munir Sahmi banged
on the bench several times and
told Robert to be quiet, accord-
ing to reporters inside the
courtroom. However, Robert
kept on talking, after which
the judge instructed two po-
licewomen to escort her out of
the courtroom.

“I understand he is there to
defend his clients but no law
gives him the right to insult
my son,” Robert said of the de-
fense attorney.

Hobaika said in his closing
that the prosecution failed to
present evidence to support
charges of “kidnapping with
deceit” and “forced homo-
sexual relations” against the
two defendants. The charges

Robert makes a call ftr the hunng in Dubai Wednesday.

carty a life imprisonment or a
death penalty in the Emirates’
legal system.

A third defendant in the case
isunder the age of 18 and could
face up to 10 years imprison-
ment on same charges if con-
victed in a juvenile court.

Earlier this month, Robert’s
son testified in court, saying he
was kidnapped by the three
Emirati men and raped on the
back seat of a car.

Hobaika said the public pros-
ecutor did not present evidence
to support the boy’s testimony.
Neither a stick nor the knife, al-
legedly used to threaten the
boy, was found, Hobaika said.

“Something is missing”
Hobaika asserted, adding that
“no violence” and “no decep-
tion” occurred against the boy.

Hobaikaalsospokeaboutan

“intimate friendship” between
the alleged victim and the
teenage defendant, and said
Robert’s son and his friend had
entered the under-aged defen-
dant’s car voluntarily.

Earlier, Robert said her son
had accused a police forensics
doctor of calling him a homo-
sexual while examining him af-
ter the assaults, implying the in-
cident was consensual. She also
said her son had left the coun-
try in early October because
French diplomats told her that
he might be prosecuted for ho-
mosexual acts, a crime here.

But after authorities said he
would not be charged, the boy
returned to testify on Novem-
ber7. Histestimony was closed
to the public.

‘When the case came to light,
Robertalsoaccused Emiratiau-
thorities of lying about the old-
erdefendant’s positive HIV sta-
tus to cover up the fact that
AAIDS exists in Dubai.

Saeed al-Ghailani, another
member of the defense team,
claimed Wednesday that be-
cause Robert’s son is still HIV
negative that was “in itself
proof he had not been assault-
ed” by the older defendant.

Robert said her son’s HIV
tests, taken every month since
the alleged attack, have so far
been negative, but that a deci-
sive test is due January.

The verdict in the case is ex-
pected on December 12.




