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Can Annapolis restore America’s
battered credibility in the region?

SYRIAN ATTENDANCE OPENS UP TANTALIZING OPPORTUNITY inians (& Muslns) g

- There is no reason why the paradlgm will

or 100 years, the solution to the
cli conflict has been elu-
s because the equation
was set wrong: it was all about
Tand, settlements and borders, conceived
under a zero-sum parad\gm What Pales-

and the sanctity of human rights, takes the
shape of the law. It is much more than the law,
but this is where I feel most comfortable and
expertas a lawyer, and lawyers in leadership
need to support our respective societies in for-
mulating the legal paradigm of human rights
that goes with the corresponding paradlgm
shifts in culture, the economy and politics.

The entry point could be more spectacular,
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seems finally to have heeded
arguments that only by tackling
the Middle East’s core conflict
can he begin to restore Ameri-
can credibility in the region.

‘That credibility has plunged
largely as a consequence of the
Bush administration’s efforts to
remake the Middle East after
the September 11 attacks by n-
vading, isolating, threatening
or imposing sanctions on its
foes and those of its Israeli ally.

In the process, conflicts in-
volving Traq, Tran, Lebanon,
Syria, Israel and the Palestini
ans have become dizzyinglyi
tertwined in a region polarized
between the United States and
its main opponents — Iran, Syr-
ia, Hizbullah and Hamas.

The conference starting in
Annapolis, Maryland, on Tues-
day may go some way toward
mitigating the dismay this has
created among many Arab and
European governments who
fear that Bush’s “war on terror”
has only spawned more Al-
Qacda type militancy.

m Morocco to Afghan-
istan, the bad guys are winning,”
said EU Middle East envoy Marc
Otte. “If we want to start revers-
ing the trend, we’ve got to start
somewhere, and that some-
where is a two-state solution in
Israel-Palestine.”

While expectations are low
for any major progress at the
Annapolis talks, some Arabs
see a shift in US atitudes.

“Whether out of desperation
orrealism, the Americans are be-
coming more pragmatic. TheK
are beginning to engage wit
SyriaandIran and trying to solve
political problems through polit-
ical means, not through threats,
invasions, sanctions and regime
change,” said Beirut-based com-
mentator Rami Khouri.

Iranian poli
angry protest a

Others see the latest US stab
at Middle East peacemaking as
part of a strategy to form a
broad coalition to counter Iran-
ian influence that has risen
since the 2003 Traq invasion.

“There is a convergence of
interests of Israel, the Arabs,
the United States and the EU,”
Otte said in Berlin last week.

“Call ita cynical bargain,” he
added. “The Arabs will help the
United States on Iraq and Iran if
the West helps toward a resolu-
tion of the Israeli-Palestinian
contlict, because that is what is
inflaming Arab opinion.”

Excluded from Annapolis,
Tran and its Palestinian Islamist
ally, Hamas, have derided any-
one expecting a solution to
emerge. Tran’s supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said
on Monday that the talks were
“doomed to failure.” Hamas
has voiced shock that Arab
states had decided to take part.

men prevent members of the Ba:
st the conference in Annapol

‘The chances that Bush, Pales-
inian President Mahmoud Ab-
bas and Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert can resolve a 60-
yearold conflict that has defied
So many others seem slim, but
Syria’s attendance opens up a
tantalizing side-opportunity.

President Bashar al-Assad’s
decision to send his deputy for-
eign minister marks a cautious
willingness to explore whether
Bush is prepared to work witha
country he has previously dee-
med an “evil-doer” for its poli-
cies on Iraq, Lebanon and Israel.
Damascus, which has repeated-
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a from approaching the Jordanian Embassy in Tehran on Monday during an

alignments could follow.

Tn Lebanon, anti-Syrian fac-
tions fear Damascus might re-
gain lost influence in their coun-
fry as part of a bargain with
Washington. On the other hand,
Hizbullah could face Syrian
pressure limiting its freedom to
act as an armed resistance.

Already Lebanese  politi-
cians are waiting to see if the
Annapolis talks will affect the
deadlock that has left the coun-
try without a president or an
unchallenged government.

n Friday, Parliament is due
to make its sixth bid to elect a

ly offered to
rael on the return of the occu-
pied Golan Heights, demanded
the issue be discussed at An-
napolisasits condition for going.

No one expects Syria to re-
consider its alliance with Iran
or its ties to Hizbullah and
Hamas overnight, but if fruitful
negotiations began, regional re-

for former Presi-
dent Emile Lahoud, whose
term expired last week. But
without some new dynamic in
the region to which its fortunes
are tied, Lebanon seems set for
fresh instability.

Any US or Tsraeli attack on
Tran over its nuclear program
would have repercussions in

Lebanon, where Hizbullah says
ithas rebuiltits rocket arsenal af-
ter the 2006 war with Israel.

So far Washington has
sought tougher sanctions on
Tran and kept military options
open, but hasalso letthe EU ne-
gotiate with Tehran on compli-
ance with UN demands that it
halt sensitive nuclear work —
Tranian-EU talks on Friday
could decide whether Iran will
face wider sanctions soon.

Even if Annapolis launches
another series of Israeli-Pales-
tinian negotiations, that is un-
likely to buy Arab support for
any US-Israeli attack on Iran,
Khouri said.

“It’s unrealistic to expect to
get major Arab governments
working with the United States
and Israel to gang up on the Ira-
nians,” he said, “when you see
what the Americans have done
inTraq or what the Israelis have
done to the Palestinians.”

borders are mucl

Arab-Israeli conflict?

Annapolis. Call it the egalitarian paradigm,
or the human-rights paradigm, or the Kant-
ian paradigm, or the Maimonides/Abu al-Ala
paradigm, for the two towering figures of hu-
manism in the classical Islamic-Jewish age. can take a common statement that rea
Tl call it the E-paradigm for short, E for em- &
pathy and for a new generation marked by
the democracy of e-mails and the Internet.
‘The E-paradigm says land, settlements and
less meamngful than what
every individual gets out of them in terms of
rights and entitlements. It says when you hurt,
Thurt, and vice-versa. It says human nghts
come first. It says the law which applies is
wrong when not conceived as a rule which
both Arabs and Jews can respect and defend. It
says there is no joy, genuinely no joy, when I
make the other suffer, and no future when I
do not mourn his loss as grievously as mine.
Where to start the E-paradigm shift in the

‘There are for our respective societies as
many entry points as there are human inter-
ests, from learning the other’s language and
literature to the common concej
high-technology breakthrough.
for a leadership which believes in nonviolence

tion of a
e paradigm,

we can start shifting it with new mental boun-

daries informed by the Empathy paradigm.
 paradigm for which Annapolis could

be remembered, if it wants to remain in histo-

along the following lines: “We — Israelis and
Arab, Jews, Muslims and Christians — believe
that our attachment to our common humani-
ty is more important than the real and diffi-
cult issues that have divided us over a century
on the land of Israel-Palestine. In our search
for a lasting peace, we declare that attach-
ment to land, settlements and borders should
recede before the enhancement of security,
dignity, freedom of movement and other ba-
sic human rights understood under a univer-
sal standard; that the means to peace starts
with our resolve to foreswear violence, and to
work together in empathy so that the suffer-
ing of any one of us wil be felt as the suffer-
ing of all. We will be seeking in this confer-
ence a common legal standard, rooted in non-
violence, and which, as individuals and com-
munities, we can start putting to the test.”

is professor of law in Utah and Leba-
non, and a candidate for the Lebanese presidency.

lllegal settlements pose especially
thorny problem for peace process

Alastair Macdonald
Reuters.

ARIEL/MARDA, Occupled
‘West Bank: The mllmg hills in-
land from Tsrael’s busy coastal
strip are dotted with towns and
villages nestled under towers
rising above the olive groves.
Look closely, though, and one
sees differences. Some towers
are the minarets of mosques;
others are concrete lookou(
posts for Israeli

tlements built illegally on our
Iand&They should be removed.
You can’t expect me tolive with
the people who took our land
by force.”

The World Court says settle-
ments, home to some 270,000
Jews among 2.5 million Pales-
tinians in the Occupied West
Bank, are illegal.

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert reiterated a pledge to
curb cxpansion this week and

Jewish in the Oceu-

Cycle of occupation and
resistance won't end easily

Ari Rabinovitch and
Atef Saac
Reuters

TEL AVIV, Israel/NABLUS, Oc-
cupicd West Bank: Isracli Army
reservist Haim Gottfried and
Palestinian security officer Sam-
iral-Shakhshir are committed to
fighting for their people’s securi-
ty, but both long for the day they
can lay down their arms.

Yet even as their leaders
meet this week in Annapolis,
Maryland, for a US-led push to
jump-start peace talks, neither
‘man sees a quick fix to the 60-
year-old conflict.

Tn December, Gottfried, 26,
will take leave from his studies
inTel Aviv and report for an an-
nual month of reserve army du-
ty required from most Israeli
men his age. He will likely be
stationed at a roadblock in the
Tsraeli-occupied West Bank.

“Tam a firm believer in peace
and human rights in the West
Bank, but I'm also a realist and
Tknow the security issues,” Got-
tfried said. “Tknow whatit’s like
tobe on the Israeli side knowing
the recent history of [attacks].”

In the Occupied West Bank
city of Nablus, a frequent flash-
point between Israeli_ soldiers
and Palestinian militants, Sha-
Khshir, 36, recently gave up years
of guerrilla warfare against Israel
tojoin President Mahmoud Ab-
bas’s security force.

Tsracl granted amnesty to
Shakshirand more than 100 oth-
er militants from Abbas’ secular
Fatah faction in a gesture to bol-
ster Abbas against rival Hamas.
Inreturn, Shakhshxr swore off vi-
olence against

“As long as here is occu
tion, there is resistance,” Shakh-
shir said. “I don’t think Pve
stopped resistance. 1 continue
fighting in my new role, just by
helping my people.”

One of Isracl’s major sticking
points in negotiations has been
Abbas’ inability to rein in mili-
tants. The Palestinians say Is-
raeli raids and checkpoints un-
dermine their efforts and that
occupation of theWest Bank de-
prives them of authority.

For Gottfried,

Checkpoints and army raids
arenot the problem buta symp-
tom of the larger conflict, he
said. They may not be the ideal
solution, but they prevent fur-
ther VIolence he said.

“I just don’t believe right
now there’s a better way of
keeping things peaceful, unfor-
tunately,” Gotttried said. “Ibe-
lieve that things are slowly get-
ting better, but T don’t think
that there is a miracle drug.”

In Nablus, Shakhshir said Is-
raeli soldiers must leave the Oc-
cupied West Bank to allow his
security force to act decisively
against those who want to pur-
sue the war in defiance of Abbas’
orders. With frequent Israeli
checkpoints and new security
barriers dividing cities, he said
it's like trying to work in a ail.

|} ‘The Palestinian
people have been
paying a heavy
price in all regards’

“Palestinian security forces
are able to impose law and or-
der, but we feel the Israeli side
is trying to make our mission
fail,” Shakhshir said.

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert and Abbas have said
they hore the Annapolis confer-
ence will lead to formal talks on
creating a Palestinian state. But
Shakhshir and Gottfried doubt
the two will be able to bring an
end to the decades of violence.

“T think all Palestinians and
even Israelis want good results
to come from this conference

. but 'm afraid of the Israeli
side. The Palestinian people
have been paying a heavy price
in all regards,” Shakhshir said.

Gottfried said neither Olmert
nor Abbas are the “visionaries”
who can deliver peace, but he
thinks the conference is a move
in the right direction.

“Both sides realize you can’t
goback 60 years and change the
demographics,” he said. “But T
do think you can change men-
tality and the way that we per-
ceive this region, if you realize

simply part of life in Kracl

mostof th
just want to 0 live their lives.”

Occupied Jerusalem'’s residents
have differing takes on summit

Rebecca Harrison
Reuters

OCCUPIED  JERUSALEM:
From opposite sides of the wall
that once divided Occupied
Jerusalem, Israeli Shlomo Yir-
miyahu and Palestinian Yakoob
Arrajabi watched in 1967 as the
Jewish state seized the Arab east
of the city ina blaze of gunfire.

Now, as their leaders pre-
pare for talks about peace, the
two devoutly religious men are
trying to imagine the future of
their hometown, which stands
at the heart of the Tsraeli-Pales-
tinian conflict and is treasured
as holy by both.

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas wants East Jeru-
salem as the capital of a future

Palestinian who yearns for in-
dependence,Arrajabi has much
to gain from a compromise.
“All Palestine is sacred to us
and Jerusalem is the most pre-
cious,” said the bearded 48-year-
old.“But the desire of manis one
thing and reality is another.”

Arrajabi lives just off Occu-
pied Jerusalem’s Route 1 artery
which runs north from the Old
City along the “Green Linc”

t once separated Israel from
the Jordanian-controlled West
Bank and now informally di-
vides Jerusalem’s Arab and Jew-
ishneighborhoods.A few blocks
south, 69-yearold Yirmiyahu
has for decades lived on the oth-

to the Western Wall and occu-
pies one the most disputed
spots of real estate on earth.
With the slender minaret of
amosque in the skyline behind
him, Yirmiyahu grudgingly con-
cedes that sharing control of his
beloved Jerusalem with the
Arabs might make good sense
aspart of a deal to secure peace.
“If America and Abu Mazen

er side of that line,
inhis belief that Palestine and all
Jerusalem belong to the Jews.

On Fridays at sunset, Yir-
miyahu joins hundreds of fel-
low Jews, many of them Ortho-
dox in black hats, walking
downRoute1, thmugh the cob-
bled streets of the Old City’s
Muslim quarter, to pray at the
‘WesternWall —one of Judaism’s
most sacred sites.

“The bible says this is the
Promised Land for Jews. It’s
like we say, ‘Next year in
Jerusalem,” Yirmiyahu said.

Arrajabi and hundreds of
Muslims also pray in the Old
City on Fridays. 'I¥|ey head for
Al-Aqsa Mosque, Tslam’s third-
holiest site, which lies adjacent

to stop harassing the Jews ...
then it would be good for Israel
and the Arabs,” he said, calling
Abbas by his familiar name.
Yirmiyahu is more flexible
than most of his neighbors,
some of whom are praying fer-
vently that next week’s confer-
ence in Annapolis, Maryland
will fail and talk of a Palestin-

counting on divine interven-
tion — but of a different kind.

“Do T expect to see a Pales-
tinian state in my lifetime? Re-
ally, T hope,” he said. “But 1
don’t expect the conference to
startanything new, even though
Tpray to God for that.”

Alewish man recites a special prayer against the Annapolis summit.

pied West Bank.
ese are uneasy neighbors
and the future of the settlers,
who have built illegally on land
oceupied by Isracl in 1967, is
among the “core issues” Pales-
tinians and Israelis must re-
solve if they are ever to make
eace in negotiations to be
f’ unched at Tuesday’s US-host-
ed Middle East conference in
Annapolis, Maryland.

Few around the settlement
of Ariel see much chance of that
— Israeli residents are deter-
mined to stay and build, what-

arranging land swaps to make
Ariel and others part of Israel.

Ji ‘You can’t expect
me to live with the
people who took
our fand by force’

For the 2,400 people of Mar-
da, where murals lauding
Basque guerrillas painted by vis-
iting activists from Spain bright-
en the dusty main street, Ariel
and a string of smaller settle-
ments cramp their daily life by

ever their lecides,

and Palestinians insist the set-
tlers must go in order for them
to establish a functioning state.

“My visionis ... to build here
a city of 60,000 people,” says
Ron Nachman, mayor of Ariel,
today home to about 18,000.

“Aslong as I live and T have
the power and the strength I'll
do evervthmg in order to fulfill
this vision,” Nachman added,
sitting in his office in the neat,
hilltop industrial town, 40 kilo”
meters east of Tel Aviv’s beach-
es. “I'want to live in peace with
my neighbors.”

A few hundred meters down
thehill, that vision is not shared
by Sadeq al-Khuffash, the may-
or of Marda: “I don’t dream of
usliving together. These are set-

their movement and, Palestini-
ans say, curbing access to water.
Nachman brands as “a big
lie” the charge that Ariel pumps
up water from a major under-
ground supply and deposits its
Sewage on Palestinian land.
“Untrue,” says Khuffash
when told of Nachman’s asser-
tion that Israel offers water to
the Arabs on good terms.
ard to reconcile, the two
men have, they say, never met.
Water is an increasingly
scarce resource in the Middle
Eastandis, in itself, a core issue
for any future peace accord.
Khuffash also complains his
3-kilometer trip to the town hall
from theinsurance office he runs
takes him half an hour because

Israeli roadblocks create a 20-
kilometer detour. Locals say
olivesare rotting on the trees this
month because Tsraeli troops
keep them from harvesting.

Nachman rejects charges the
town he helped found in 1978
took any private land: “There
was nothing, only boulders.”

“If we establish a Palestinian
state, how would they make a
living?” he asks. “What water
would they drink?”

Pointing to daily attacks from
the Gaza Strip, from which Is-
rael withdrew in 2005, Nach-
mansaysIsrael cannot be secure
living next to an independent
Palestine. The formula of hand-
ing over land in return for peace
does not work, he insists.

Olmert’s expression of readi-
ness to end settlement angers
him: “The government asked
me to come. So to come to me
andsay 'man obstacle to peace,
it’s not only stupidity, it’s evil.”

In Marda, Kﬂuﬂash sees lit-
tle hope of change: “The siege
and poverty .... and hunger will
go on. Nothing has changed,
and after Annapohs there will
be no real change in our lives.”
Hundreds of people from Mar-
dahave sought work abroad, he
says — many of them half-way
round the world, in Venezuela.

Asked about an incident this
week in which gunmen killed a
settler nearby, Khuffash says:
“This is our home, and re:
tance is a legal right. If there is
no respect for agreements and
international law, things will go
on like this, with violence.”

But neither violence nor the
Tsraeli  government _persuade
Nachman that Ariel’s future is in
doubt: “What I have done here
is a fact on the ground,” he says.
“When Tony Blair has passed
away and President Bush and I,
this will remain.”

Frustrated Palestinian, Israeli youths
mull travel abroad to escape conflict

Lianne Gross and
Rebecca Harrison
Reuters

TELAVIV, Israel/RAMALLAH,
Occupied West Bank: Both
youngand articulate witha pen-
chant for cappuccino, Israeli Noa
TamirHelfgott and Palestinian
Nelly Soudah share common
goals: leave conflict behind and
live a normal life.

AsIsrael and the Palestinians
headtoAnnapolis,Maryland, for
a US-led Middle East confer-
ence, Tamir-Helfgott, 28, said she
longs for a peace deal that will
free her husband from annual
army reserve duties and remove
the fear of suicide bombings.

Soudah, 24, said she wants a
Palestinian state that will ensure
the freedom she says she’s de-
nied by Israel’s occupation of the
West Bank, and hopes one day

she can travel without authori-
ties “freaking out” when they
see her Palestinian documents.
Bom into a conflict that is
now more than twice as old as
they are, the way the lives of
these young people unfold will
have an impact on generations
to come around the world.
“We are normal people, we
just want to have fun,” said
TamirHelfgott, a television
producer, in a trendy cafe in Is-
rael’s secular the

But her future looks dismal
asIsraeli travel restrictions shut
down opportunities for work,
study and leisure, and she is
plotting her escape to the US.

“TIt's like something is chok-
ing me ... and as an ambitious
young pemm who wants to
achieve something, it’s getting
very hard,” she said in a Ramal-
lah cafe where theWestern fash-
ions,and the frothy milk coffees,
differ little from Tel Aviv.

Asan Soudah

Mediterrancan coast. “Pales-
tinians go through shit, but on
the other hand Isracl has to de-
fenditself so we cansit here and

have coffec in Tel Aviv.”
Soudah works for an educa-
mal-

was unable to complete her final
exams due to an Israeli curfew,
and says she limits travel within
the West Bank to avoid long
‘waits at military roadblocks.

She also accuses Palcshman
leaders of

i
lah lhe Palestinians’ adminis-
trative center in the Occupied
West Bank. She also wants to
live a “normal” life.

failing ordinary people, and
says even if peace talks yield a
Palestinian state, she would
think hard before opting to stay.




